Wooburn & Bourne End Parish Council
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Tuesday 12th May 2009 at 7.30pm at David Lloyd Club, Glory Mill Lane, Wooburn Green  
Present:

Councillor Mrs Julia Langley (Chairman)




Clerk (Mrs L Witney) 



58 members of the public

Also in Attendance:
Sergeant J Smith (Thames Valley Police) 
Press:


Mr N Philips (Bucks Free Press)

Minutes
1.
Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs M Marshall, Cllr S Fowke would be attending later.
2.
Welcome - The Chairman informed those present that it was a good turnout and nice to see interest from Parishioners in Parish matters.
3.
Resolved:  The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 11th March 2008 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
4.
Mrs Margaret  Butler (Plot 59, Peggs Allotments, Bourne End)  was presented with the Award for Best Kept Allotment Competition.

5.
Wooburn Green Pharmacy were presented with the Award for Best Shop Front Competition, Mr Chris Baker

(Chairman, Wooburn Residents Association) accepted the award on their behalf.
6.
The Chairman read her report which was also included in the Annual Parish Report for 2008/9, as follows:

CHAIRMANS REPORT

It gives me great delight to announce that Mrs Lisa Witney our Clerk has completed her training and become a fully qualified Clerk.

The office continues to be busy with an ever increasing administrative burden which includes demands of new legislation, as well as those of the external auditors and addressing queries from the public.  It is not always appreciated what is required for the day to day running of the office.

I want to express my thanks to those Councillors, we are few in number, and it is not about individuals it’s about the Council, that have enabled the Parish to continue.

Having nine Councillors instead of seventeen has meant more pressure on their time and we have all been sorry to have lost valuable Councillors for varying reasons.

It is also with regret that some meetings have had to be cancelled (sickness/holiday) as meetings would not be quorate.  The Parish Council would benefit from having its full complement of Councillors, please can you spare a few minutes to fill in the questionnaire or speak with any of us or the Clerk after the meeting or call the office at your convenience if you are interested.

I am pleased to announce that our Precept for 2009/10 is £262,500.  Precepts are essentially predictions based on past experience, together with any firm indications of future trends.  We cannot take too many risks in our predictions and then find we have insufficient funds to meet our legal obligation.  We are fully aware of the need to be economical, however, we are also aware of the high standards that are expected in the Parish.  As always we are very conscious of the fact that we are spending the electorate’s money and wherever possible we try to identify alternative funding opportunities.

Parish Council Web Site.  Bucks County Council have been approached to help the office develop a new website (at no charge to the Council) which can be maintained by the office.  The Parish Council realise the importance of making up-to-date information available on-line and are mindful that this item on the list of outstanding projects is a priority.  Training for website management will commence on 21st May with a view to a new website being up and running shortly afterwards.

The following comments were made by those in attendance:

1. Delighted the web site will be updated.

2. Mr Jim Penfold, Chairman of Bourne End Resident’s Association raised concerns about the closure of the public toilets in Wooburn Green, these concerns were also supported by Mr Chris Baker, Chairman of Wooburn Residents Association.

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE REPORT
The F&GP Committee Chairman addressed the meeting. 

The F&GP Committee report was as follows:

We have money in reserves to carry out more work than we can possibly cope with in one year and so have taken the decision to give residents a zero increase in council tax. The accounts are fully in order and we now have simpler accounts that enable councillors and residents to more easily follow the expenditure through the year.

The budgeted expenditure for the year is £300,590 plus £176,300 from reserves, the precept (money from council tax) remains at the same level as last year - £262,500, with a further £38,090 coming from charges for services.

The main areas of major expenditure are:-


Bourne End Rec




£30,000


Play Equipment




£37,000


Skate Facilities




£40,000


Preparatory work on Wooburn Park Pavilion

£18,000

As has been stated in the Open Spaces report, there is water and electricity to be installed in the new changing rooms in Bourne End Rec, we have an ambitious programme of play equipment replacement, we are looking at the possible location of skateboard facilities, the pavilion continues to cost money to maintain as it is well past its useful life. Replacement or refurbishment in one form or another is essential.

We have recently outsourced the grass cutting and expect to see large reductions in equipment replacement and maintenance. 

Grants to local organisations under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 were made to a total of £2250.


Wooburn Festival




£  500


M40 Environment Group



£  250


Wooburn Narkovians



£1500

Computer equipment in the office was up graded to be able to cater for modern access of Wycombe District Council planning, maintenance of a council web site locally and better facilities for maintenance and help from Bucks county council.

Standing Orders were changed to accommodate a more streamlined committee structure. There will now be three committees rather than five, 


Open Spaces, Allotments and Burials


Planning, Highways, Lighting


Finance & General Purposes

The Internal Auditor commented on the inability of the Council to review its risk register. This has been quickly corrected and we are now fully compliant.

There is continuing concern at the capacity of the office to cope with the volume of work, and this needs to be addressed again with some urgency.
+++++
Mr John Sendall (Parishioner) read out a statement relating to the Council’s accumulation of reserves and failure to carry through projects.
Mr John Sendall (Parishioner) Proposed to pass a vote of no confidence, this was seconded by Mr Peter Caithness.  The Clerk explained that this vote carried no legal weight.

Cllr Appleyard explained that if a motion is proposed and seconded it needed to be voted on.  The meeting would finish early and he asked if all those present would like to deal with the vote now and bring the meeting to a halt.
Cllr Appleyard stated that he would prefer to pursue the meeting till the end of the reports.  Then Mr Sendall and Mr Caithness can pass a motion of no confidence of Council later if everyone was in agreement.  ALL THOSE PRESENT AGREED.

+++++

Due to the volume of public participation the following issues were noted and not recorded verbatim:
Closure of allotment site in Holtspur Lane.
Proposed play equipment in Wooburn Park, e.g. relocation of Blind Lane Aerial Slide, skatepark.
Blind Lane – lack of play equipment and failure to resolve Aerial Slide issue.
The need to conduct a Consultation re proposed skatepark in Wooburn Park.

Wooburn Park not on Councils proposed list of registered open spaces.
Sergeant Smith and PCSO Claire Bowles were invited to the front to give a presentation on recent police work in the
Parish .  In conclusion, Sergeant Smith explained the procedures currently in place to tackle ASB and recent operations within

the Parish.  Demand on Police is now greater than ever, the Parish was classed as an average neighbourhood.  The Police
have been engaging with local schools and with youths direct, it has been identified that  there is a need for a youth
facility in the Parish where they can gather.  

PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORT
The Planning Committee Chairman gave a short presentation.
It was noted that public can view plans at the Parish Council offices on line if they are unable to access the internet.  Hard copies of plans are now being phased out by WDC.
OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE REPORT

The Open Spaces Committee is responsible for overseeing the management and development of all Parish sports pitches, play areas and equipment, footpaths and woodlands. The work is carried out by a workman and the grass cutting is contracted out.

The committee has produced an outline plan for the improvement of the play areas in Blind Lane, Bourne End Recreation Ground, Sappers Field, Watery Lane and Wooburn Park. Before any significant change, consultation will take place with residents. A key wish is to provide facilities for teenagers which we are advised will have a significant impact on reducing petty vandalism in the Parish.

We have had real difficulty identifying a location for this equipment and would appeal to residents to help to find a location that is acceptable. We are doing this to help to reduce crime in the area. We contribute to the funding of youth workers who engage youth and have been doing this for a number of years. 

The major piece of work this year has been to replace the changing rooms in Bourne End Recreation Ground, but there is still the electricity and plumbing to install. We also need to do the planned planting to both camouflage the changing rooms and deter vandalism. We expect to complete the fitting of services so that they can be used for next football season, and to complete the planting this autumn.

The youth equipment in Blind Lane has remained disabled while we try to find a new location and we are close to consulting on its removal to Wooburn Park. We are as keen to get this issue resolved as anybody, we must do and be seen to do the job in a fully open way.

This year the trees were thinned in Farm Wood and the wood has been left in a poor state. We are having particular difficulty getting the contractor to rectify the mess. In the meantime we apologise for this and hope that we can get the damage rectified over the next few months.

Bollards have been located on the Green which was being worn away on the doctor’s surgery side by the parking of vehicles. We hope that this work has been welcomed by local people.

We have regretfully decided that the pond in The Warren needs to revert to a natural environment. It has been a very expensive pond to maintain because it is not naturally fed and so has to be topped up monthly, and because the ground under the pond moves, we need to reline it every five years or less.

There is a large amount of upgrading of our open spaces to be done and it will take a few years to complete the work. 

There were no questions relating to Open Spaces Committee.

SERVICES COMMITTEE

A “work programme” is used to keep up to date with requirements of Lighting, Burials and Allotments.  This year the following work has been carried out:

Lighting


We have looked at electricity costs for the Parish and as a result have changed our maintenance contract over to BLE Lighting Contractors from SEC, making a saving to the Parish of £10,000 per annum. The working relationship with BLE is going very well and they are quick to respond to problems as they arise. BLE have been very pro-active this year compiling an up-to-date inventory of all our street lighting columns, they have also been replacing our concrete columns in accordance with our replacement programme (£5K per annum).  The Parish Council hopes to replace all its concrete lighting columns over time.

Burials

There are 2 parts to the cemetery, the Lower half near the Parish Offices and the new Upper part.  The Lower half of the cemetery is classed as a traditional cemetery, the new Upper part is designed to be a lawned cemetery.  Both areas are very different and it is important for the Council to make members of the public aware as there can be confusion that both parts of the cemetery are to be maintained in the same way.

When the Upper part of the cemetery came into use the overall look and arrangement of the cemetery was discussed.  Cemetery rules were drawn up and implemented.  Earlier this year these rules were updated and will be displayed in the Upper part of the cemetery for everyone to see.  

The Cemetery charges were reviewed in the past year as it had become evident that the cemetery was being used far more frequently for burials from members of the public outside of the Parish. It was also evident that having compared the fees for all local burial authorities, Wooburn and Bourne End Parish Council charges were substantially less and not consistent with others.  This may be one of the reasons why the cemetery has become more popular with members of the public outside the Parish.   Therefore, in order to ensure adequate capacity for the long term for local Parishioners it has become necessary to increase the charges for members of the public outside of the Parish. 

Allotments

A Press release was issued last year regarding the Holtspur Lane Allotment site, stating that the Parish Council considered all aspects of a proposal from the landowner and decided not to proceed with an agreement because it did not serve the best interests of either the Council or its Parishioners.  The Parish Council is still strongly committed to and is actively searching for a new site.

Peggs Allotments are fully used and are overseen by our allotment manager Mr Whalley.  As allotments have experienced a boom in the last couple of years the Parish Council endeavours to make sure that all plots are being worked, as there are plenty of Parishioners on the waiting list eager for plots.  Recently, 2 local parish councils have seen a spate of vandalism at their allotment sites.  Our local Police have been asked to increase their patrols in the area to ensure Peggs does not suffer the same.  

The following comments were raised:

New cemetery rules need to be on a notice board in cemetery.
WRA commented that they were in talks with landowner of Holtspur Lane allotment site.

HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE REPORT
The Committee continue to pursue those issues which concern most of us in the Parish, i.e., the state of road surfaces, the provision of well sited pedestrian crossings, parking issues and speed management.

During the past year the following have had a satisfactory outcome:

1) The zebra crossing on Town Lane giving safe access to Wooburn Park.  We hope this will also prove to have a traffic-calming effect.

2) Zebra crossing on Town Lane/Stratford Drive affording safer crossing (to St. Paul’s school particularly).

3) Via the Delegated Budget Scheme, we are to have a zebra crossing in Furlong Road outside the shops (subject to the bus company’s agreement to move the existing stop round the corner).  We are hopeful that this will also help to resolve the parking problem on this section of Furlong Road, making it much safer for all especially the residents of Alfred Court.

4) Provision of two VAS (vehicle activated signs), one in Blind Lane and one in Town Lane near the park.  These are currently being installed and should at least remind drivers of the appropriate speed limits, (in conjunction with 1 above).
5) New, more obvious, ‘Entrance Gates’ have been placed at the start of the 30mph limit on Holtspur Lane above the junction with Holtspur Avenue.  Holtspur Lane continues to be anachronism with the short de-restricted section between the 30mph limit and the 50mph limit on the A40 (soon to be lowered to 40mph!).

On-going issues:

1) We are currently looking into the provision of two TSIDs which are moveable VASs and can be hired for suitable sites from BCC Highways Department for limited periods.  We believe that this type of sign may have more impact on drivers than the permanently sited signs to which drivers can become accustomed.

2) Pot-holes!  With the opportunity to report pot-holes either directly or via the LAT (Local Area Technician) we have managed to deal with a great many, but not all!  The work is dealt with by contractors who move around the county on time-tabled basis.  This year has seen a different technique employed which it is hoped will have a longer life.  It remains to be seen if this is cost effective!  Please continue reporting pot-holes to “Highways on Call” 0845 230 2882.


The Green plastic cards with these details are widely available from the

Council Office and other public access areas (Public library, Community 

Centres etc.)

Due to the volume of public participation the following issues were noted and not recorded verbatim:

Vegetation overgrowing on the crossing by Park from Green to Stratford Drive.
Concerns regarding difficulty in crossing road at bottom of Whitepit Lane.  

Fencing obscuring vision onto road at Wooburn Manor Park junction onto Town Lane.
Traffic enforcement at Wooburn Green – more frequent visits desirable. 

Drainage problems on Wash Hill.
A request for ownership details of land by Scout hut.

Area of road next to Old Bell at Wooburn very dangerous black spot.

Signage in Wooburn Town covered in overgrowth.

7.
Date of next Annual Parish Meeting planned for 11th May 2010.

Mr John Sendall (Parishioner) read out a statement proposing to pass a vote of no confidence in the Parish Council, this was seconded by Mr Peter Caithness (Parishioner), a vote was taken, 25 in agreement with proposal, 20 against.

It was explained that this carries no legal weight but the proposal will be taken back to Parish Council and will be debated.
Meeting closed at 10pm
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