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Wooburn & Bourne End Parish Council
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Tuesday 18th May 2010 at 7.45pm at Bourne End Community Centre, Wakeman Road, Bourne End  
Present:

Councillor Mrs Janet Gould (Chairman)




Clerk (Mrs L Witney), Asst. Clerk (Mr M Silver) 



51 members of the public

Also in Attendance:
Mrs Sandra Garey representing Wye Valley Volunteers 
Press:


None in attendance
Minutes
1.
Apologies were received from Cllr Ms S Palmer and Cllr Mrs J Langley.
2.
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained that Wooburn Residents’ Association were present selling tickets for a Grand Draw to be held at an event on Wooburn Green in July to raise funds for Christmas lighting in Wooburn Green.
3.
Resolved:  The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 12th May 2009 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  Proposed by Cllr Fowke (District Councillor), Seconded by Mr C Baron (Parishioner), both were present at last year’s meeting.  All present were in agreement.

4.
Mr Les Hall (Plot 2, Peggs Allotments, Bourne End) was awarded Best Kept Allotment Competition, unfortunately, Mr Hall was not present to accept.  
5.
Mr Simon Prior of Smiles Fish & Chip Shop in Bourne End was presented with the Award for Best Shop Front Competition.
6.
The Chairman presented recently retired Councillors Ms Terri Sherlock and Mr David Paul with vouchers as a small token of appreciation from the Council.


All present at the meeting were informed that any non-residents were not entitled to take part in any votes should they arise during the course of the meeting.  It was also explained that any questions raised this evening which cannot be answered directly will be noted and relevant details taken, a response will be provided as soon as possible and published on the website.  The Chairman also explained that Parishioners can raise questions through their Ward Councillors throughout the year.
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The Chairman read her report which was also included in the Annual Parish Report for 2009/10, as follows:

CHAIRMANS REPORT

2009 / 2010 has been a challenging year for the Parish Council. At the last Annual Meeting it was very obvious that there were members of the Parish who were dissatisfied with the performance of their Parish Council. This together with the well publicised issues between Councillors and the Clerk has made for a challenging time. I can report that the Council and the Clerk are working together to resolve their issues and to provide a service the Parish can be proud of and I personally feel that progress is being made. Following my election as Chairman I have received many positive comments from well wishers and think this is a positive sign moving forward into the coming year. I hope I will have the backing of my fellow Councillors to continue the process in the coming year.
During the last year we have gained 5 new Councillors however sadly 3 have resigned, David Paul, Terri Sherlock and lastly Liam Hemmings who shortly after joining was relocated by his employer. I would like to thank them all for their contributions over varying periods of service and invite both Terri and David to come forward to receive a small token from the Councils in recognition of that service. I am sure everyone would join me in both thanking and wishing them well for the future.  

I would like to thank everyone involved for their contribution towards the Remembrance Day Service which is increasingly well supported, including Mr Alan Smith who tends the pawned area and planting throughout the year.

The web site is now up and running and the Clerk would welcome any suggestions for improvements and what additional information might be included. If you have any ideas please contact the Clerk.

The precept for 2010 / 2011 is set at £257.672. The Chairman of F&GP, Cllr D. Airley, will provide a report to you later in the meeting and if possible address any questions. 

A new computer has been installed and is now available by appointment for members of the Parish to view planning applications; more of this from the Chairman of Planning, Highways and Lighting in his report.

In the autumn of last year a consultation took place to discuss the play areas within the Parish and to listen to the views of the residents. This was accompanied by a questionnaire in the Target. In the last six months two working parties have been formed, one to review all play areas in the Parish and using the results of the public consultations and the responses from the questionnaires in the Target to suggest ways of updating the areas; the other to look at the Pavilion in Wooburn Park and provide costed options of either replacement or refurbishment. I will leave it to the Chairman of Open Spaces to give you more details of the progress made to date in her report.

A full compliment of Councillors for the Parish is 17 but currently there are just 10 making it very hard to satisfy the justifiably high expectations placed upon the Council by the Parish. The Council is trying very hard to meet these expectations however it does mean that a lot of work falls on just a few people and mostly the same people. This has resulted in some items not being addressed, particularly the contentious issue of the Skate Park and aerial slide which will be addressed as soon as time becomes available. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the Councillors for the time and effort they have willingly given to Parish business over the last 12 months. I would also like to thank the Clerk and her staff for their input over the year and in particular for the help I have received from them whilst trying to address my inexperience. If anyone here is interested in finding out what is involved with a view to becoming a Councillor please speak to me after or contact me or the Office to discuss. Just a simple piece of trivia for the residents of Bourne End – There are more residents in Bourne End than the sum of all the other areas in the Parish yet there are just 4 residents representing Bourne End on the Council. I hope that this may be rectified in the near future.

Cllr Janet Gould, Chairman of Council
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Questions and Answers regarding the Chairman’s Report were as follows:
Q. When and how will the Play Equipment consultation results be published, can they be put in Target.

A.
Consultation results are available to view on website, hard copies are also available on top table tonight .  We will be publishing results in Target.

       Q.
Website is nice and easy to use, agendas and minutes not up to date.

       A.
Information is being updated on a regular basis.

       Q.   Why is Parish Council not proposing to have a bio-diversity plan.

A.   Due to reduced number of Councillors this project cannot be taken on at the moment, however, it has not been dismissed.

       Q.  Is there an assessment of staffing levels due to be carried out.

       A.  An initial meeting with the company employed to carry out an assessment is taking place this week.


       Q.  Why is the Parish Council using Parishioners money to use outside companies to carry out this assessment.

A.  The company will be looking at workload, therefore, an independent outside company is required to carry out this task. 


   
FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE REPORT
The F&GP Committee Chairman addressed the meeting. 

The F&GP Committee report was as follows:

In view of our current recessionary times F&GP decided to reduce the 2010/11 precept (money from council tax). This had been £262,500 for the last 2 years but has now been reduced to £257,672. 

This has been achieved through cuts in reserves not services. Budgeted expenditure is actually £50k higher than last year’s budget but reserves are down from £195k to £143k. And we actually plan to spend some! Open Spaces, for example, are in the final stages of agreeing expenditure of around £45k on play equipment in Blind Lane and the Wooburn Park Pavilion project has been resurrected. 

£3,000 grants to local organisations under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 were made (2008/09 £2,250)

Wye Valley Volunteers


£   800

M40 Chilterns Environmental Group

£ 1000

Wooburn Festival



£   400


NAG




£   800

The figure has been increased to £5k for 2010/11
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Computer equipment has been installed in the meeting room upstairs in the office to enable our Planning, Highways & Lighting Committee to access the Wycombe District Council planning website. It was installed too late for F&GP to use it in this year’s budget process but I intend to use it at meetings in Oct/Nov as part of the 2011/12 process.

New Financial Regulations have just been agreed. These are now virtually the same as the NALC draft & it will be quite easy to see where they differ. The only major area of difference relates to the different levels of expenditure at which procedures change. These have been reviewed & will be included in a separate appendix for easy reference instead of in the main text.

The Standing Orders of the whole council will be reviewed and changed later this year.

Pitch hire was reviewed during the year but fees left unchanged because the changing rooms were in process of renewal

Land hire, e.g. fun fairs, had not been reviewed since 2005. This has been done by Open Spaces and new hire charges are currently awaiting F&GP ratification. These will be considerably increased, but will not be effective until 2011.

Malcolm Silver was appointed Assistant/Deputy Clerk on an 11 month contract in Feb 2009 with the objective of improving the ability of the office to cope with the volume of work.

Cllr Dave Airley, Chairman of Finance & General Purposes Committee

Questions and Answers regarding the Chairman’s Report were as follows:
Q. What is the function of the M40 Chilterns Group.

A. The action group was formed to address the noise and impact of the M40 and is making positive steps for the benefit of the Parish.

Q. Last year a large sum of money was set aside for Play Equipment, is the £45,000 expenditure allocated for Blind Lane this year in addition to last years allocation.
A. It’s part of the earmarked Reserves.  Reserves don’t get carried over they are reviewed annually.

It was agreed that a response regarding non-allocation of expenditure will be relayed by the Clerk and/or Internal Auditor for clarification. 

Q. When will Annual Accounts be made available.
A. The notice of inspection for the Annual Accounts is to be published shortly on the website and notice boards.
Q. Not satisfied that the Council outsource grass cutting.  Council should look to appoint another worker for 12 months each year.  Standard of Parish maintenance has gone down, contract grass cutting is not best value.

A. The Council are very happy with the service provided by the grass cutting contractor, a consultancy company is looking at the existing manpower.

Q. Concerns, re Hedsor, Ferry lane grass cutting.
A.      Bucks County Council are responsible for these areas and you need to contact them directly with your concerns.
       Q.
 Bourne End Rec. outfield quality is poor.
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        A.     2 new play equipment pieces will be installed in June.

       Q.    Area behind Play equipment has got weeds and brambles.

       A.     Outside field of Bourne End Rec. should be a meadow.

Q.    Wooburn youth club have been formed and will be coming to the Parish Council for funding as Council have made youth a priority.

A.    Please speak to Clerk re a funding opportunity which may be available for an initiative such as this.  Police have worked very hard to get a youth club up and running and lots of thanks goes out to them.
The Chairman invited Mrs Sandra Garey to make a presentation on behalf of Wye Valley Volunteers one of the local organisations who have benefitted from the Grant Funding in 2009/10.
Mrs Sandra Garey gave thanks to the PC for supporting the charity through Grant Funding and then proceeded to give a brief history about the organisation stating that it was originally set up as Good Neighbours with Jean Peasley.  Wye Valley Volunteers have just celebrated their 25th Anniversary under guidance of Gwen Thomas who set the organisation up to provide for those in need in the community, mainly a high proportion of users are elderly, infirm or isolated.  The community transport service takes people to hospital and Doctors, Stoke Mandeville, Wexham Park etc.  Volunteers do home visiting also i.e. befriending, shopping, dog walking, gardening etc.  It is almost the tipping point of keeping people in their homes. 
A luncheon club and coffee morning is held at the Community Centre.  There are no paid staff and over 100 volunteers.  Today 2 volunteers organised a funeral, made sandwiches, did teas and arranged the service.  A typical group of volunteers are newly retired men.  There are very caring and so committed.
On the financial side, expenditure is £3000 per annum.  An annual grant of £300 is received from Bucks County Council, the Parish Council also provide grant funding and this is variable.  The organisation is dependant on the goodwill of people for the rest of the funding in addition to lots of help from the Rotary Club.
Mrs Garey concluded that she hopes everyone thinks Wye Valley Volunteers offer a good service from the funding provided by the Parish Council.

OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE REPORT

Although I have been sitting on Open Spaces since I joined the council, I have only been acting Chairman since March. Until recently I was a member of the Play Equipment Working Party but stepped down in March.

Progress is never as fast as people would like but over the past year, despite gaining and losing councillors the open spaces committee has worked very hard and has achieved some results.

In partnership with The Environment Agency, faggots were placed in the River Wye in Wooburn Park, to improve the quality of the flow and make it a more suitable habitat for fish, particularly brown trout, for which it was once world famous. A new information board was installed and a new schedule of mowing to leave some areas of longer grass and plants. This will protect the riverbank from erosion. Already reports from EA are positive.
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The Play Equipment Working Party has been busy, we attended Saltex, an exhibition of equipment available from many different manufacturers, plenty of ideas and expert advice.

We were sensitive to the concerns of local people to provision for youth and wanted to hear not only the concerns but ideas from all groups for play equipment. We made a commitment to provide a Youth facility within Wooburn Park. We had a consultation run over two Saturdays, one in Bourne End and one in Wooburn Green, it was helpful to hear people’s views and concerns. A questionnaire was developed, circulated in Target and the results from both interpreted by an independent company. The PEWP is now using this information along with the many letters and views that were sent to the Parish Council. Holtspur Avenue, Bourne End Rec and Blind Lane Rec will soon benefit from some new equipment.  The basket swing has been moved from Blind Lane to Watery Lane, as one was part of the scheme there. The aerial slide is being moved into storage until a suitable site is found. Some new ideas for equipment in Blind Lane are being produced, not as quickly as we would like. We will be seeking outside funding opportunities for play equipment if at all possible.

Watery Lane Open Space management has been taken over by the Parish now from the District Council. We have worked with them and obtained a new play facility with funding of £45,000 from the government Play builder initiative. We took the opportunity to use the basket swing in this area and have a few more plans to enhance the area with planting, new seats and extra bins. It has proved very popular and hopefully will have a positive benefit to the community there.

Allotments:

Peggs allotments are being very well kept and we do have a significant waiting list. We have an annual competition for the best kept allotment, the standard gets better each year. When the larger plots become vacant, we are dividing them to enable more people the chance to take an allotment. We are still actively seeking a replacement site for the Holtspur Allotments in Wooburn Green.

Planting:

We have had a planting plan for several years but this year we have managed to get some plants in the ground! Native hedging and trees for Blind Lane Rec, Bourne End Rec and Holtspur Ave. A wildflower meadow was sown at Sappers Field. We would welcome ideas of areas that would benefit from new trees but must be mindful of varieties that will not become a nuisance as they grow. 

A revised mowing schedule is being used this year with new contractors; we welcome feedback from Parishioners, good or bad. A few areas will be left with longer grass to benefit wildlife and flora.

The Cemetery:

Wooburn Cemetery is extremely well tended and a pleasant place to visit, especially the view from the top. It is kept open every day of the year and with the help of our Groundsman, was open throughout the terrible winter.  We are choosing to leave a few areas of longer grass to improve habitats for wildlife.

As a response to comments received, the new upper cemetery will now be a Traditional Cemetery. The regulations are being reviewed; those affected will be notified as soon as possible. The revised regulations will be displayed in the cemetery. CCTV was considered this year but after consultation with cemetery visitors, the council decided not to proceed.

The Old Cemetery:

We are leaving the riverbank un-mown this year to enable the wild life along the bank somewhere to nest.  

Cllr Margaret Marshall, Vice-Chairman, (acting Chairman), Open Spaces, Allotments & Burials Committee.
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Questions and Answers regarding the Chairman’s Report were as follows:
Q. In recent play equipment consultation the Parish Council gave dates when certain things would be achieved e.g. March 2010.  When will Parishioners see equipment installed.
A. A roundabout and trampoline will be in installed in Bourne End Rec. in June, however, it is wrong to give dates at this

moment.
Q. At the last Open Spaces Committee meeting it was reported that there had been vandalism in Holtspur Ave. and that Council would not give into vandalism and would not replace trees.  Then the Parish Council went opposite way regarding Wooburn Park regarding the damaged fencing.  Is it not a sign to vandals that they are winning, also what about the dangers of the river.

A. In the past it has been recommended that play areas should be fenced.  However the latest directive is that children
need to be supervised and learn about dangers and that fencing is not a requirement.  The Committee will be thinking

about removal of fencing in Blind Lane also.  Cost of fencing would pay for more pieces of play equipment.
Q.   Regarding the situation in Wooburn Park, are Council looking for alternative locations to situate the aerial slide and

proposed skatepark.

A. Cannot give an answer, no decisions have been made.  At the moment it is not Council’s priority.

Q. Pleased Council have taken over Watery Lane.  Does a traditional style cemetery mean surrounds and headstones. 


A. Not aware of any such plans for a woodland cemetery.

Q. If the Council purchase land in Wooburn Moor would it be a potential site for Skatepark as it would be less

contentious.  I would urge the Council to look at possibility of Wooburn Moor.

A. I cannot answer that question tonight.

Q. As there is so much vandalism in Wooburn Park is it because provision of no new play equipment has been put there
for older age group.

A. Yes youth are demonised and it is a case of you reap what you sow.  Language of dog walkers in Wooburn Park is fowl also.  Need to consider youth as future of Parish.  Youth club is a wonderful start, however they need somewhere to go.  Also some youth in favour of the youth park are also from Wooburn Park.
Q. Constant gripe from kids is there is nothing else to do.  They need somewhere to meet, a youth provision is far better use.  The skatepark would only appeal to a minority of children, there are more ways to interpret reasons for vandalism.
A. The skatepark proposal has been put on hold at the moment.
Q.
 At last years APM things were not being achieved.  Bourne End Rec. changing rooms were not approved.

Q. Why is PC saying park is not being used by young people.  Youth each weekend play football, cricket etc.  Take Princes Risborough for example, they are having difficulties with youngsters using mopeds – can Council bear it in mind.
A member of the public commented on Dinnie’s Riverside – Parish Council worked hard to obtain land – Parish Council
work hard and do achieve a lot, thanks to the PC.
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PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORT
The Planning Committee Chairman gave a short presentation.
It was noted that public can view plans at the Parish Council offices on line if they are unable to access the internet.  Hard copies of plans are now being phased out by WDC.
Planning, Highways & Lighting was consolidated into one Committee under Cllr. Michael Reeves in September 2009. Cllr. Reeves agreed to take over as Chairman as he considered his 40 years experience in the building trade would bring value to this process. Lack of Committee members (should be 10, actually have 3, with 1 new member joining in May 2010) has resulted in increased pressure on the existing members. 

Planning
The Planning Committee now meets every third Wednesday rather than every second Thursday as previously. Before each meeting we study plans and documents and may on occasion visit the site if deemed necessary.  Although Wycombe District Council is the planning authority and makes the final decision, the Parish Planning Committee is consulted on all applications to provide local knowledge and a local perspective.  To help us reach the correct conclusion and forward the relevant information, we should be copied on all planning correspondence to Wycombe District Council, either in support of, or objecting to, any particular application.

Should the Planning Committee strongly disagree with a recommended planning application being put before the Wycombe District Council Development Control Committee, we have the option to present to that Committee on behalf of the Parish.

Wycombe District Council runs a paperless operation therefore no paper plans are available. Plans can be viewed on the Wycombe District Council web site. If you cannot access this website, it can be accessed, by appointment, at the Council offices. 

From 14th May 2009 to 24th March 2010 we have dealt with128 planning applications which fell into the following categories:

1.
Housing/Business
 71.4%

2.
New Build/Infill

 10.5%

3.
Tree Work

 18.1%

We view all applications as objectively as possible and we use the Local Planning Guidelines to help us. We have approved 90% of applications put before us.

The Planning Committee also comment on planning applications relating to trees.  It’s our policy to protect healthy trees, the loss of which would be detrimental to the views enjoyed from public areas.
Parishioners are always welcome and encouraged to attend our meetings. Every recommendation the Planning Committee puts forward, reflects the group view of the Committee, after detailed discussions of each individual planning application.  If you feel strongly about a particular application please let us know before the meeting, we will then give you an opportunity to present your support or opposition to the Committee before we discuss it.  We are proud to be one of the small number of Parish Councils that keep our meetings transparent and open to Parishioners in this way.

Highways
The Committee continue to pursue those issues which concern most of us in the Parish, i.e. the state of road surfaces, the provision of well sited pedestrian crossings, parking issues and speed management.

We all remember the recent bad weather and snow and the chaos it caused.  It also had a detrimental effect on the Parish’s infrastructure, leaving numerous pot holes, broken drains and damaged pavements.

Bucks County Council Highways department have prioritised pothole repairs as their number one priority and are working tirelessly to complete this work, to enable them to address the backlog of the many other issues.
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Lighting


Our working relationship with BLE continues to go very well and they are quick to respond and resolve issues as they arise. BLE have created an inventory of all our street lighting columns and are continuing their work on the concrete column replacement programme.

Cllr Michael Reeves, Chairman of Planning, Highways & Lighting Committee

Questions and Answers regarding the Chairmans Report were as follows:
Q. A friend has just tripped up on an uneven pavement in Bourne End.  The state of the pavements in the village is appalling and also the resurfacing of the gas mains work has not been made good.  Drains are constantly

blocked.  The PC need to pressurise Highways at County and need to write letter stating residents and PC are

unhappy.

A. Gulley cleaners were in area 2 to 3 weeks ago.

Q. 2 drains on Wakeman Road and on High Street blocked.  Drains in Holtspur blocked all along Holtspur Lane.

A. Chairman said individuals should make their views known to Councillors and Council in order that they can be

 addressed with Bucks County Council.

Q. Does County Councillor Watson have anything to say re Bucks County Council.

A. I have contacted County Councillor twice.  I have raised issue twice with LAT – no dates have been provided.

County Councillor Watson stated that he has tried.

Q. Concerns have been raised by WRA (Wooburn Residents’ Association) regarding crossing at Hawthornes

(resident knocked down last year) as to whether parking should be removed.  The path alongside Spade Oak

construction also needs to be widened.  What can Council do to move on, is there any news regarding toilets at

back of Wooburn.

A. Cllr Reeves will be raising the issue with WDC.

Q. Junction between Hedsor Lane and Ferry Lane needs to be a stop sign @ end of Hedsor Road before Ferry

Lane.

A. PC will look into this.

Q. I live at top of Hedsor Road (Hedsor Parish Council) and have tried to ask the PC to do something – have the

 Police been invited to attend tonight.

A. PC will raise issue with Police.  Police at NAGS have also been made aware of problems.

A.       Cllr Appleyard in his capacity as a County Councillor offered to address this issue and is willing to take it up with

      resident outside of this meeting.  



 

Cllr Reeves gave thanks to Mrs Penny Baron (Asst. to the Clerk) who has recently left the Council and to Mr Malcolm Silver (Asst. Clerk) for their help.
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Q.
Last year in the minutes the PC were going to establish responsibility for the land by the Scout Hut at Watery lane, has Council got any answer.
A.
PC will clarify whether this information has been sought.

A.         District Cllr Simon Bazley (who was previously a Parish Councillor) had informed the PC that Wycombe District Council was looking into this matter.

7.
Date of next Annual Parish Meeting planned for 26th May 2011 at St Mary’s Church Hall in Wooburn.
The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and stated that although some Councillors who were present were off duty tonight, please feel free to have another cup of tea and mingle with them.

Cllr Mrs Marshall gave thanks to Cllr Janet Gould as Chairman and stated that she wished her well for the coming Parish Council election of Chairman for the good of the parish.
Meeting closed at 9.25pm
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