WOOBURN & BOURNE END PARISH COUNCIL

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL
Tuesday 19th May, 2009 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber at Wooburn

Present:
Cllr Appleyard, Bazley, Mrs Langley, Mrs Marshall, Paul, Reeves, Ms Sherlock, Mrs White, Mrs Witney (Clerk)

Others:
2 members of Press, 16 members of public,

District Councillor Simon Fowke 
MINUTES

06/09
Apologies for Absence

No apologies received.

Cllr Appleyard indicated that Cllr Bazley would be arriving late due to work commitments.

07/09
Declarations of Members interests

Cllr Reeves declared a personal interest in Part II agenda item 26.

08/09
Public Speaking

2 members of the public and 1 District Councillor (Simon Fowke) addressed the Council.

09/09
Election of Chairman of Council

Cllr Paul nominated Cllr Mrs Langley, seconded by Cllr Ms Sherlock, all agreed.

Resolved:  Cllr Mrs Langley duly elected as Chairman of the Council for the coming year.

Cllr Mrs Langley thanked everyone for putting their confidence in her again for a further year and for all their hard work during this past year.

Cllr Mrs Langley and the Clerk (Mrs L Witney) signed the Declaration of Office.

10/09
Election of Vice Chairman of Council

Cllr Appleyard nominated Cllr Paul, seconded by Cllr Mrs Langley, all agreed.

Resolved:  Cllr Paul duly elected as Vice Chairman for the coming year.
11/09
Committee Appointments

Cllr Mrs Marshall asked to register her dissatisfaction with the decision of Council on 28th October 2008 to reduce number of Committees.

Resolved:  The constitution of the Open Spaces, Allotments & Burials Committee are confirmed as:  Cllrs Appleyard, Mrs Marshall, Paul, Reeves, Ms Sherlock and Mrs White.

Resolved:  The constitution of the Planning, Highways & Lighting Committee are confirmed as:  Cllrs Bazley, Paul, Reeves, Sherlock.

12/09
Election of Committee Chairmen & Vice Chairmen 

Open Spaces, Allotments & Burials Committee:

Chairman – Cllr Reeves nominated Cllr Marshall, there was no seconder.  Cllr Appleyard nominated Cllr Paul, seconded by Cllr Ms Sherlock, 3 in favour, 2 against, 1 abstention.  Resolved:  Cllr Paul duly elected as Chairman of Open Spaces, Allotments & Burials Committee. 
Vice Chairman – Cllr Paul nominated Cllr Mrs Marshall, seconded by Cllr Reeves, 7 in favour.  Resolved:  Cllr Mrs Marshall duly elected as Vice Chairman of Open Spaces, Allotments & Burials Committee.

Planning, Highways & Lighting Committee:

The Clerk expressed concerns that Cllr Bazley was absent for the election of Chairman & Vice Chairman.
Chairman – Cllr Ms Sherlock nominated Cllr Bazley, seconded by Cllr Reeves, all agreed.  Resolved:  Cllr Bazley duly elected as Chairman of Planning, Highways & Lighting Committee.
Vice Chairman – Cllr Reeves nominated Cllr Ms Sherlock, seconded by Cllr Paul, all in agreement.  Resolved:  Cllr Ms Sherlock duly elected as Vice Chairman of Planning, Highways & Lighting Committee.
13/09
Election of Finance and General Purposes Committee

In accordance with the Standing Orders as there are only 5 members of F&GP Committee a vote was taken to fill the 6th vacancy from other Full Council members.  Cllr Ms Sherlock proposed Cllr Reeves, seconded by Cllr Mrs Marshall, agreed.  Resolved:  Cllr Reeves becomes 6th member of F&GP Committee.

13.01 Election of Chairman & Vice Chairman for the F&GP Committee:  

Chairman – Cllr Mrs Marshall nominated Cllr Paul, Cllr Paul declined.  Cllr

Reeves nominated Cllr Mrs Marshall, Cllr Mrs Marshall declined.  Cllr Ms Sherlock put herself forward in the absence of no other nominees, all agreed.  Resolved:  Cllr Ms Sherlock duly elected Chairman of F&GP Committee.

Vice Chairman – Cllr Mrs Marshall proposed Cllr Paul, seconded by Cllr Ms Sherlock, all agreed.  Resolved: Cllr Paul duly elected Vice Chairman of F&GP Committee.

13.02 Resolved:  Membership of F&GP Committee comprises Cllrs Bazley,

Mrs Langley, Mrs Marshall, Paul, Reeves, Ms Sherlock.

13.03 Resolved:  All bank signatories will be total membership of F&GP Committee.

Agenda item 9 withdrawn.

14/09
Representatives on Outside Organisations

Cllr Appleyard offered to sit on Hawks Hill & Widmoor Action Group, seconded by Cllr Mrs Marshall, all agreed.

Cllr Bazley joins the meeting.

All 3 members of Chepping Wye Valley Forum should be main Representatives.

Cllr Bazley resigned from Thameside Trust.

Cllr Mrs White offered to sit on Thameside Trust as a Deputy.

All agreed that Mrs Brenda Harris can remain as standing Deputy on Thameside Trust.

Cllr Mrs Marshall offered to sit on Thameside Trust as main Representative.

The Clerk was asked to check voting rules for non Council members on Thameside Trust.

15/09
Minutes of Full Council held on 28th April, 2009.
Resolved:  The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 28th April 2009 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman, proposed by Cllr Mrs Marshall, seconded by Cllr Ms Sherlock.  Cllr Mrs White asked for it to be recorded that she did not consider the minutes to be an accurate record.
16/09
Annual Parish Meeting – Vote of No Confidence

The Chairman explained that this item was on the agenda as a result of Mr John Sendal proposing a vote of no confidence in the Parish Council at the APM on 12th May 2009.  The Chairman read out the motion proposed by Mr John Sendall “The Council are unable to justify their existence and this Parish meeting resolves it has no confidence in the Council and calls upon it as a body to resign.”  The Chairman said that the Council should take on board what was said at the APM and proposed that the Council should continue as a body by taking a vote.

Resolved:  7 in favour of Council continuing as a body, none against, 1 abstention (Cllr Mrs White).

17/09
Matters of Report for Information

· General correspondence not requiring a council decision is available to view in the offices.

· The Clerk informed members that there was a high volume of correspondence regarding the proposed skatepark facilities in Wooburn Park and also concerns regarding the future of Blind Lane play equipment, the correspondence would be made available to view in the office.

· A Clerk’s report on the Public Seat at Furlong Road, Bourne End was noted.

· Weight Restriction, Revocation Order (B4440 Holtspur Bridge, Wooburn Green). Noted.

· Definitive Map Modification Order 2007 – Official notification regarding addition of public footpath at Cores End. Noted. 

· Notes of LAT meeting dated 17th April 2009, community gang request sheets also provided for Councillors feedback.

· The following meetings were cancelled due to Committees not being quorate:  Planning 2nd/16th April, Open Spaces 7th April, F&GP 14th April, Services 10th March, highways 17th March.
18/09
Accounts

18.01
Net payment of cheque numbers 204537 to 204550 and cheque number 400001 totalling £7,807.00 approved.

18.02
List of income and expenditure for April 2009 noted.

18.03
Bank reconciliation as at 30th April 2009 noted.

18.04
Budget reports as at April 2009 and summary sheet noted.

Resolved:  Minute numbers 18.01 to 18.04 approved.  Proposed by Cllr Bazley, seconded by Cllr Appleyard.

19/09
Open Spaces Committee

Unconfirmed minutes of meeting held on 5th May 2009 noted.

It was noted that District Councillor Simon Fowke had since declined the invitation to join the PEWP (Play Equipment working party).     
20/09
Planning Committee

Unconfirmed minutes on the extra-ordinary meeting held on 19th March 2009 noted.

21/09
Reports from Representatives on Outside Organisations

21.011No verbal or written reports received from Parish Council Representatives.

21.02Minutes of the M40 CEG meetings held on 24th March 2009 and 14th April 2009 noted.

21.03Minutes of the Rural Forum meeting held on 9th October 2008 noted.

21.04Minutes of the Parish Chairmen and WDC Cabinet Members WDALC meeting held on 11th March 2009 noted. 

21.05Minutes of the WDALC meeting held on 19th March 2009 noted.

21.06Email correspondence from WRA noted.  The seat on Wooburn Green will go on next Open Spaces agenda.  Cllr Mrs White offered to obtain information regarding funding for Ponds and will relay this information back to the Clerk for a future Open Spaces agenda.  Ms Sue Poole has now resigned from WRA, the new Secretary will be contacting the Clerk with new details.  The Chairman asked Cllr Mrs White to encourage WRA to meet with the Council to build better relations and was also asked if the Parish Council could have a copy of their minutes.

21.07Due to misunderstandings in the past of the role of Parish Representative, the Chairman and Clerk will produce a draft recommendation of the Terms of Reference to be approved at a future meeting of Full Council.

22/09
Post Box Relocation

It was the general opinion that the post box should remain on Wycombe Lane and therefore asked the Clerk to inform the Post Office that it should not be removed from the vicinity of this area.  Any reasons for an alternative location should be provided to the Council.

23/09
Allotment Site Enquiry

Resolved:  Clerk to make enquiries as to whether BCC would consider a lease for a period of no less than 10 years for the areas identified off Meadows School in Wooburn, to be referred to Open Spaces meeting for a discussion.  Proposed Cllr Mrs Marshall, seconded by Cllr Ms Palmer, all agreed. 

24/09
Youth Worker Report

24.01Notes of a meeting between the Clerk and Mrs Mary Lewis (BCC Youth Service Manager) held on 7th May 2009 were noted.  Report and Questionnaire to be referred to the PEWP to discuss at their next meeting.  A vote of thanks was proposed to the Youth team. 

24.02A report from Youth Worker was noted.

25/09
Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund (ALSF)

Resolved:  Mr Malcolm Godwin (Rural Towns Coordinator – BCC) to be invited along to meet and explain to Council whether he is able to assist the Parish Council with grant funding applications.  Agreed to arrange meeting for 6.30pm on Tuesday 23rd June, prior to next Full Council meeting.

26/09
Request from WRA (Wooburn Residents Association)
Resolved:  Request from WRA to place posters in Wooburn Park declined on the basis that the volume of enquiries create extra workload for the Clerk and that the contents are not factually correct.  PEWP to be asked to discuss contents with WRA when it is appropriate, refer to Open Spaces 2nd June 2009.

As it was 9.30pm the Chairman asked those members present if they wished to continue with meeting, finish and defer business or have a 5 minute break.  Resolved: 7 in favour of carrying on with meeting.
27/09
Chain of Office

Resolved:Not appropriate at present to consider expenditure of £800 for a new chain of office (incorporating new Parish Council name), to be deferred for 1 year.

28/09
Members’ Economic Development presentation on Wycombe’s Ward Profiles 
There were no nominees to represent the Parish Council at above meeting on 18 June 2009 from 6.30pm to 8.00pm.  Resolved:  All members to pass on comments with regards to the questions raised in letter to Clerk, in order that they can be relayed asap. 

29/09
Wycombe Area Grounds Maintenance Contract

Resolved:  All in agreement that the Council would like to express an interest in working in conjunction with WDC to procure grounds maintenance services.
Exclusion of the Press and the Public – Terms of Formal Resolution

It is resolved to exclude the press and public on the grounds that the following items contain exempt information as defined by the Local Government Act 1972 Schedule 12A

Part II Exclusion of Press & Public

Cllr Mrs White left the meeting as she was feeling unwell.

Agreed to bring item 27 forward.

30/09
Letter from Landowner

Resolved:  Advice to be sought from Solicitor.  Also Solicitor to draft a letter on behalf of Council.  

Cllr Reeves left the meeting.

The Clerk was asked to leave the meeting for the next agenda item.  Cllr Ms Palmer was asked to take minutes in the Clerk’s absence. 

31/09
HR Issues 

Resolved:  Council to take advice on the points raised in letter from SLCC.
Meeting closed at 10.40pm 

