Minutes of the M40 CEG meeting at Lane End Village Hall on Tuesday 12th May 2009
Present:, Ken Edwards, John Thompson, Peter Jennings, Mike Diggins,  Ian and Sylvia Chadwick, Tina Hammond.  
Apologies: Wendy Kingon, Hamid Hakimzadeh, Elaine Horne, Caroline Hjorth, Tony Giddy, 
	
	Action

	Finances:  Currently £2368.89 in the account, following a cheque from Lane End PC.  This means sufficient funds for website etc. 
Sustainable Communities Act – Submission:  Sally Trueman of SODC (appointed by Claire Kingston, Director of Strategy) is to send JT the final list of recruits for the South Oxon area members of the panel.  All is ready for the 19th May meeting.   As James Porter had said, the WDC is the first council to put in a proposal under this Act and is optimistic that this will be put to the Secretary of State.  It will be up to the panel when they meet on 19th May to decide whether WDC and SODC can be considered as a single proposal.  The format of the meeting was discussed, JT requested the Junction 8 be considered the end point in S Oxon.   Following the panel meeting, the evidence needs to be collated; documentation will be formatted onto a CD with keyed references to the evidence, and SPS reports will of course be included for all areas.  The only hard evidence other than the noise reports in South Oxon is the fact that local parish councils are donating to the M40 CEG group, there are no recorded surveys from the public concerning this issue.  There is no evidence from Aston Rowant Nature Reserve as to the impact noise has on visitors, no visitors book or anything.  KE suggested the M40 CEG members who could make this meeting divide themselves amongst the discussion groups at the panel meeting. 

Replacement Road Surface:  Several people hadnoticed the new ‘surface’ across one and a half carriageways, near the cutting – and that no noise difference was observed on it.  MD suggested this could only be a coating or seal rather than a new surface as there appears to be no joining line plus the time taken to lay it was minimal. This has absolutely no impact upon noise levels.   KE will check with John Gardner as it had been stated that a coating/seal was unlikely to be laid in our area. 

Meeting Nigel King and Derek Turner (KE) May 28th:   Derek Turner HA Director of Operations and holds the budget (£0.5 billion approx.) for motorways.  It was agreed that the main issues for discussion should include:

· to ensure the final discussion with HA over the huge disparity on costings for sound reducing barriers; possibility of his convening a meeting with the two consultants involved.

· quieter surface materials which are available but not implemented; also to discuss this coating/seal which appears to have been laid near J6 thus ‘locking in’ the noise rather than any attempt to reduce it.

· maintenance of the motorways ought to include maintenance and noise performance of the boundary fences

· contract review of that with UK Highways – considered disgraceful.
· Implementation of Eurodirective regarding noise levels – standards to adopt.

Date of next meeting:  Tuesday 16th June at Village Hall, 8pm.
 
	KE

KE

KE



