Minutes of the M40 CEG meeting at Lane End Village Hall on Tuesday 14th April 2009

Present:, Ken Edwards, Wendy Kingon, Peter Jennings, Tina Hammond, Mike Diggins, Chris Dodds, Hamid Hakimzadeh, Elaine Horn,  Ian and Sylvia Chadwick.  Guest speaker James Porter, Wycombe District Council.

Apologies:  Caroline Hjorth, Tony Giddy, John Thompson

	
	Action

	Finances:  Currently just under £2000 in the account, grant applications for around £1000 to be submitted soon.

Publicity:  SC, PJ and MD to meet next week and an urgent finalisation of website will be made.  Input from other committee members welcomed.

Sustainable Communities Act:  James Porter (WDC) outlined the criteria and timetable for the Sustainable Communities Act submission.  This Act came into force in October 2008 as ‘a way for local people to have a more direct line to Government’.  Criterion is it should be an issue that (i)  local councils cannot resolve themselves (ii) would need a change in Government policy/direction and (iii) shows a lot of local support from a wide range of people.  The ‘selector’ (Local Council) will invite a local panel to meet and then choose technically correct proposals to be submitted to the Minister (at present, Hazel Blears); the Minister can then accept (and outline an action plan) or reject (with reasons given) the submission. The local panel can include Parish Councillors (not mandatory) but no District or County Councillors.

 At the moment only J3 to J6 can be supported by WDC, in order to extend to J7 SODC needs urgently to be included.   James P has spoken to several members of SODC, he will send a list to KE on 15th April, JT will be informed.

The M40 noise submission needs to be drafted by end April, and the meeting with WDC is set for 19th May; members of the M40 CEG and local people will make up the panel.  SODC needs to arrange to meet a representative panel and the application can be merged with the WDC but on the same timeline.   James P is willing to talk to SODC but this would have to be soon.

The Local Government Association (LGA) has so far only received this one submission for this round.  Further discussion on the SCA, it was developed cross-party and therefore hopefully would not disappear with any new government.

Other Updates:  KE will be holding further meeting s with Nigel King and Derek Turner (HA) as it is apparent the latter had been unaware of certain aspects.

Sustainable Planting – Ross Osborne and KE to meet someone currently involved in sustainable farming.

DEFRA action plan utilises current UK standards rather than the EU ones (i.e. day, evening and night measurements) thus reducing the overall noise levels;  KE is to respond to DEFRA

Summer fetes:  Lane End and Stokenchurch are already booked.  CD will make enquiries at Loudwater. 

AOB: 

EH suggested more Oxfordshire publicity eg radio Oxford.

Chiltern Railway link – Oxford – Bicester – London –this might have an impact on reducing coaches along M40.

Date of next meeting:  Tuesday 12th May at Village Hall, 8pm. 
	


