Minutes of the M40 CEG meeting at Lane End Village Hall on Tuesday 16th June 2009

Present:, Ken Edwards, John Thompson, Peter Jennings, Mike Diggins, Tony Giddy, Wendy Kingon, Chris Dodds, Tina Hammond, Jan and David Eedle-Wells, Clifford Miller, Mike Chadwick.  

Apologies: Margaret Marshall, Les Willis, Caroline Hjorth. 

	
	Action

	Finances:  Currently £2802 in the account, but £1000 - £1,500 to go to new website. 

Sustainable Communities Act – Submission: KE outlined the submission which is being led by WDC and supported by SODC, the first of four to be listed for submission, following the 19th May meeting.   Further evidence directly from the local people (as opposed to the quantities of noise reports etc already gathered) will be necessary hence the brief survey to be made around all locations.  Already there has been input from Flackwell Heath and Lane End fetes, and more to follow.  It is anticipated that all properties within 600 m or so of the motorway will receive one of the questionnaires, and responses, entered onto a spreadsheet, gathered and returned to KE by 30th June.  A full list of who was covering which area was confirmed.

Report on Meeting with Derek Turner, Director of Route Operations HA (28th May)  Derek Turner  was surprised about the surface coating being applied on top (and holding in) the noisy surface as an alternative to the promised quiet surface, but made no comment.  He admitted the M40 was ‘a troubled network…not up to standard’ but ‘will not upgrade current roads to new standards as there is no budget’.  An agreement was reached for the HA to complete the study and meet to discuss the disparity between the estimates for sound reducing barriers.  

KE further pointed out the ignoring of European standards, and the bias of the NSI calculations.   Furthermore DT was surprised at our findings that there is significantly restricted visibility in some areas on the M40 and that the HA refuses to assess these areas (which is likely to be a contributory factor for the accident rate).  Agreed to a meeting with HA to discuss Milton Common - Giles Parker, KE, JT, TG.   Responses have been promised for the end of July. 

Meeting WDC re Sidney House  KE showed a design which would decrease noise levels by around 10 dB, which was considered an excellent example of planning to reduce the noise levels to around those of 1980’s.   Good coverage of the meeting by press.

Website:  Looking very  impressive, it is hoped it will be up and running very soon – SC to decide final date, hopefully by the end of July

Fetes: MD had about 25 responses to the questionnaire, WK/KE about 40 at Lane End fete.  Others to be covered by members of M40 CEG.

AOB - none

Date of next meeting:  Tuesday 15th September at Village Hall, 8pm.
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