Minutes of the M40 CEG meeting at Lane End Village Hall on Tuesday 15th September 2009
Present:, Ken Edwards, John Thompson, , Mike Diggins, Tony Giddy, Chris Dodds, Tina Hammond, Hamid Hakimzadeh, Sylvia and Ian Chadwick.  
Apologies: Wendy Kingon, Peter Jennings, Margaret Marshall, Les Willis, Sed Cripps, Caroline Hjorth. 
	
	Action

	Finances:  Approx. £2000 in the account, website paid for and no major outgoings in near future. Sufficient to support small amount of professional support when we need it. WK has sent out begging letters and has written the Annual report for the AGM.

Publicity:  Website is now active, SC requested any items from local areas to go under ‘Community News’ however small.  A link to the M40 CEG Noise Survey Review will be on there, plus a summary within the text of the website.  This summary of the Noise Survey is also to be sent to all the local parish/community magazines.
KE proposed that at each meeting all website changes/additions be approved and SC to inform Luke Jennings who is now contracted to maintain it.

AGM: Possibility of Community Centre, Lane End, MD to investigate asap, aiming for last week in November, with mince pies and mulled wine for refreshments.  SC will design a poster for distribution plus something to go into the local magazines once venue is booked.   JT was asked to speak on the Noise Survey.
Meeting with HA Thursday 17th September:  KE, JT, TG and Giles Parker are to meet with the HA representative (Darren Rhoden’s replacement) Aran Nugent, following advice of Derek Turner, Director of Route Operations for HA.  One item is to resolve the huge disparity between the HA cost estimate for sound absorbing barriers and that produced in Giles Parker’s report.  It was felt vital to get a resolution just in case the SCA submission is successful.  
The other item is the road surface treatment – the ‘Rhinophalt’ spray on surface, which seals the binder within the existing surface, and has been sprayed on sections of the motorway, does not appear to have any noise data.  There is even the possibility this actually increases the noise – further investigations are to be made; although noise qualities are not needed for the certification of this material, it would not look good if the HA has been applying a noisier treatment to a road already  considered too noisy.   
M40 CEG Noise Survey:  KE extended thanks to all the volunteers who put in a huge effort in getting this done – the results speak for themselves, over 900 responses.  The draft version was agreed as final and it will be put into the website www.m40-chilterns.org.uk 

DEFRA Consultation – KE has discussed with DEFRA (their) Noise Action Plans (under the European Noise Directive (2002)) and his draft written responses were discussed at today’s meeting.  These are to be submitted from the M40 CEG Group by 1st week November.  KE will forward the DEFRA Noise Action Plan website address to all at meeting, comments back to KE welcome.  At the DEFRA briefing meeting the M40 CEG Noise Survey was welcomed and invoked much discussion, with some agreement on the worst sites (see M40 Noise Survey via website). Rateable values were discussed as being possibly affected by noise and hence might affect current cost benefit analysis which had led   DEFRA to propose action for locations exceeding 76dB in the draft document.  KE will initially talk to WDC to find rating valuations.
Sustainable Communities Act – Submission:  By October the LGA will appraise all proposals (900 from 98 authorities) and by November 09 the Selector Panel will have shortlisted those to be submitted to the Secretary of State which will be sometime in December.
AOB -

Chilterns Society:  discussed reciprocal links to their website.

Environmental Protection UK – is a charity which shares information on noise nuisance – joining fee £150, not doing so at present.

HS2 – high speed railway – still no idea where this is proposed.

Date of next meeting:  Tuesday 6th  October at Stokenchurch Cricket Club (details from SC) 8pm.  
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