WOOBURN & BOURNE END PARISH COUNCIL

OPEN SPACES, ALLOTMENTS & BURIALS COMMITTEE

Tuesday 2nd February 2010 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber at Wooburn

Present:

Cllr Paul – Chairman

Cllrs. D Airley, Mrs K Airley, Mrs Gould, Mrs Marshall,

Reeves, Mrs White, Mrs Witney (Clerk)
Others:

5 members of the public 
MINUTES

Part I

94/09
 Apologies for Absence

None.
95/09
 Declarations of Members interests

Cllr Mrs Marshall declared a Personal interest on agenda item 12.
96/09
 Public Speaking

1 member of the public re agenda item 6. 1 member of the public (Mr Ken Murphy, BEJSC) re agenda item 7. 
97/09
 Minutes
Resolved:  The Clerk’s minutes of the Open Spaces, Allotments & Burials Committee meeting held on 19th January 2010 were approved subject to the amendment to minute 93/09.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs Marshall, seconded by Cllr Mrs Gould, all in agreement.
Resolved:  The minutes provided by Cllr Mrs Gould were approved subject to the amendment on page 1 and page 2.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs Marshall, seconded by Cllr Mrs Gould, all in agreement.  

98/09
 Clerk’s Report
No report available.
99/09
 Wooburn Narkovians Cricket Club – 3 year rent review
The following Councillors asked for it to be minuted that they were disappointed a private meeting had taken place prior to the Committee meeting with Wooburn Narkovians, Cllrs Mrs Gould, Mrs K Airley, D Airley and Mrs White.  Deferred:  Cllr Mrs White Proposed that the agenda item is deferred until a written report of the meeting is presented to the Open Spaces Committee, seconded by Cllr Mrs Gould, 3 in favour, none against, 3 abstentions, carried.

100/09  BEJSC – Licence Agreement comments from Solicitor

Advice from Solicitors acting on behalf of Council in connection with a 10 year lease for BEJSC was discussed.  Resolved:  Cllr D Airley Proposed to delete the word exclusive from agreement, seconded by Cllr Reeves, all in agreement.

Standing Orders were suspended in order to allow Mr K Murphy from BEJSC to address Council.
Standing Orders resumed.

Rescinded:  Cllr Mrs Gould Proposed to rescind previous resolution, seconded by Cllr D Airley, all in agreement.
Deferred:  Cllr Paul Proposed that the advice provided to Council from Solicitor is to be referred to BEJSC for their comments, input and clarification and to defer decision to next meeting, seconded by Cllr Mrs Marshall, all in agreement.
101/09  Grass Cutting Frequency
Committee members were asked to approve the list of areas for frequency of cuts for grass cutting tender, the following amendments were approved: 

Cemetery:

Resolved:  Cllr Mrs Marshall proposed not to schedule any cuts in the closed off section at the top of the cemetery, seconded by Cllr Mrs White, 4 in favour, 2 against, carried. 

Bourne End Rec.:

Resolved:  Cllr Mrs White proposed to leave area behind play are and riverbank, seconded by Cllr Mrs Marshall, 5 in favour, 1 against, carried.

Old Cemetery:

Resolved:  Cllr Mrs Marshall proposed that the Riverbank is not cut, seconded by Cllr Mrs White, 5 in favour, 1 abstention, carried.  Cllr Mrs White and Mrs Marshall will present a suggestion for the rest of the area asap.
Sappers Field:

Resolved:  Cllr Mrs Marshall proposed that the Meadow area is only given one cut and leave in July (to be approved with residents), seconded by Cllr Reeves, 5 in favour, 1 abstention, carried.  It was noted that the Meadow area should not be fertilised.

Soho Mill & Thomas & Green Land:

Resolved:  Cllr Mrs White proposed that the Riverbank is rough mowed in June and October, seconded by Cllr Mrs Marshall, 5 in favour, 1 against, carried. 

Wooburn Park:

Resolved:  Cllr Mrs Marshall proposed that the Riverbank is cut in accordance with environment agency map by Council Groundsman.  2 metres length from the Riverbank to be left by grass cutting Tender, seconded by Cllr Reeves, 6 in favour.

Resolved:  Cllr Mrs Gould proposed that the Committee investigate a bio diversity plan, seconded by Cllr Mrs White, 6 in favour. 

102/09  Sappers Field – rabbit control
Committee members received a report from the Clerk regarding the rabbit infestation at Sappers Field causing ground surface problems.  Resolved:  Cllr Mrs Marshall proposed that Mr Steve Wise (previously appointed by Council to carry out rabbit control) is asked to put traps up for a period of 1 month (maximum of 5 traps), seconded by Cllr Reeves, 6 in favour.
103/09  CCTV Consultation
Committee members were advised that correspondence had been received from 2 members of the public who had stated they were in favour of the Council’s proposal to install CCTV within the cemetery.  
Resolved: Chairman proposed that the Committee do not proceed with CCTV but to review situation annually, seconded by Cllr Mrs Marshall, 6 in favour.  
104/09  Cemetery Consultation
Committee members ware advised that a total of 17 responses from grave owners had been received in connection with reverting the top part of the cemetery back to a traditional area from a lawn area.  12 grave owners were in favour, 4 grave owners were against and 1 had no preference.  Resolved: Cllr Mrs Marshall proposed that traditional regulations are to be adopted for the lawn area, seconded by Cllr D Airley, 6 in favour.  Clerk is to inform all grave owners of the Committee’s decision.  Deferred: Revised regulations are to be reviewed and approved by Committee at another meeting.

Cllr Mrs Marshall leaves the meeting.
105/09  Letter from Recreation Road Maintenance Association re Access via Rec. Road
Committee members had been provided with a copy of a letter sent to the Council from Recreation Road Maintenance Association requesting use of alternative access to Bourne End Rec. via Claytons Meadow for larger grass cutting machinery.  Resolved:  Grass cutting tender should specify only small machinery is to be used for Bourne End Rec.  Clerk to write to dog bin company and BEJSC stating that only Recreation Road should be used as main access.  Letter to be sent to Recreation Road Residents informing them of Council’s decision.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs Gould, seconded by Cllr Reeves.

Resolved:  Chairman proposed that a letter is sent to residents of Claytons Meadow to let them know that Council have informed all users of the recreation ground to use Recreation Road, seconded by Cllr Mrs K Airley, 2 in favour, none against, 2 abstentions, carried.
106/09  Wooburn Green Marginal Vegetation Cutting Map – Environment Agency
Correspondence in connection with suggested cutting alongside riverbank in Wooburn Park was noted.  As previously agreed (minute 101) the Groundsman is to be provided with suggested cutting plan.

107/09  Request for Fishing
A request from a member of public to place Signal crayfish traps from Bourne End Rec. riverside was discussed.  Resolved:  Cllr D Airley proposed to give permission for use of riverbank to set traps from (to be reviewed annually), seconded by Cllr Mrs Marshall, all agreed.

9.40pm – All Councillors agreed to continue 
108/09  Cemetery Signage


Committee members were asked to consider whether the wording of signage referring to “No Dogs” allowed in Cemetery should be made clearer, referred from F&GP members.  Resolved:  Cllr D Airley proposed sign is adequate, seconded by Cllr Mrs K Airley, 5 in favour, 1 against.

Meeting closed at 9.45pm
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