WOOBURN & BOURNE END PARISH COUNCIL

OPEN SPACES, ALLOTMENTS & BURIALS COMMITTEE

Tuesday 1st September, 2009 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber at Wooburn

Present:

Cllr Paul – Chairman



Cllrs. Mrs Gould, Mrs Marshall, Reeves, Ms Sherlock, Mrs White
Others:

 10 members of the public  
MINUTES

Part I

43/09
Apologies for Absence

Apologies received from Cllr Mrs Langley.
44/09
Declarations of Members interests

There were no declarations of interest.
45/09
Public Speaking

1 member of the public addressed members regarding agenda items 10) Contravention of cemetery rules/regulations and 11) Letter of Complaint re Cemetery Rules/Regulations.
46/09
Minutes

Resolved:  The minutes of the extra-ordinary meeting of the Open Spaces, Allotments & Burials Committee held on 21st July 2009 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman, proposed by Cllr Ms Sherlock, seconded by Cllr Reeves, all agreed.
47/09
Clerk’s Report
A written report from the Clerk on progress of actions from the last meeting and on correspondence received into the office was noted.
48/09
Watery Lane – Playbuilder Funding 
48.01  Resolved: To accept the amended specification for Tender for Watery Lane from WDC incorporating the changes made at the last meeting.  5 votes in favour.
48.02  Resolved:  Approval was given to the Poster for forthcoming play equipment consultation dates.  Resolved:  Approval was given for the distribution list for posters with the following additions; St Mary’s Church, Shops on Green, Police.  5 votes in favour.  Resolved:  Approval was given to the questionnaire for the 2 public consultation dates in September with the following amendments, 4 votes in favour, 1 abstention:
Question 1: Should now become question 3 and the age categories should match up with the Target questionnaire with the addition of a separate box stating “none of these”.

Question 2:  To be reworded as follows:  Does the equipment on the site give a good balance between the various types of activity.

Question 3:  Should now become question 1 and should list all the play areas along the top and the equipment categories at the side including a section for “Other” and an extra box for “slides”. 

Question 4:  Should read “It would help us with planning the play areas if you would be kind enough to answer the following questions”.  4a: To which age group do you belong (list the same ages as Q1) with the addition of an extra box saying “adult”.  4b: If adult please complete other 3 questions eg: i) Do you have children/young teenagers.  ii) Do you have children visiting.  iii) List all age groups – Proposed by Cllr Mrs Gould, Seconded by Cllr Ms Sherlock, 4 votes in favour.  iv) Which area(s) would you or your children, resident or visiting, be most likely to use? List all play areas.
The Chairman stated that he did not want a large number of photos on the display boards.  Other Councillors did not agree therefore the Chairman took a vote:  Resolved:  Notice boards should feature more photos and information than those presented at the meeting tonight, 5 votes in favour, carried.  Volunteers were needed to agree what goes on boards following meeting tonight:  Resolved:  Agreed that Cllrs Ms Sherlock, Mrs Marshall and Reeves would bring all recommendations to Full Council for approval.  Clerk to be informed how many notice boards will be required.

49/09
Wooburn Pavilion


49.01 A structural report on the condition of the Pavilion in Woburn Park was discussed.  It was noted that Council have not yet reached a decision on the 4 options currently being considered by the Committee for the future of the Pavilion and to date there is no indication of when this might be, therefore in the interim serious maintenance issues should be addressed by the Committee.   It was noted that the following areas require immediate attention:  1) new roof £16,000 2) water tank (statutory requirement) £2,000 3) hazardous materials survey (statutory requirement) £750.  Resolved:  5 in favour of approving work for a new water tank and hazardous materials survey.  The Clerk was instructed to obtain a quote for repairs to the roof from 3 contractors.  Resolved:  Clerk to obtain a specification for the work required from Wilde Trice.   


In accordance with Standing Orders the Chairman asked members if they wished to continue as it was 9.30pm.  All agreed to continue.


49.02 A report from Cllr Mrs Marshall clarifying the position reached by the Wooburn Park Pavilion working party was noted. Members were still unsure as to how to proceed, in particular, what decisions had been reached previously and where to carry on from.  The Clerk asked for it to be noted that at the meeting on 7th July 2009 all members were provided with the terms of reference and copies of all minutes reporting on stages of progress of the working party over last year.  The Chairman explained that the previous working party had got to the stage of agreeing what would be incorporated into the facilities.  Cllr White made a proposal to refurbish the Pavilion out of the 4 options available, there was no seconder, not carried.  Deferred: Members agreed to defer discussion until the next meeting and asked that the Clerk collates all previous information and provides a summary.  


50/01
Request from Tennis Club re tree cutting



50.01A request from Tennis club for tree maintenance next to tennis courts and offer of contribution towards costs was noted.  


50.02 2 quotes were obtained which contained different recommendations.  Resolved: Council to approve £285 expenditure towards costs, the Tennis Club to be requested to pay the difference for quote b) Option 1 £495 or Option 2 £710.

51/09
Top Cemetery Path


51.01 The Clerk’s notes of a meeting with Mr A Switalski (Access Officer, WDC) re disabled access at new top part of cemetery were noted.



51.02 The Gravedigger’s comments re access requirements at top of new cemetery were noted.  Resolved:  All agreed to obtain quotes for a lockable half post which would allow wheelchair access either side of herringbone driveway and to mark out a disabled access parking bay.

52/09
Contravention of cemetery rules/regulations


Members considered the letter received from ICCM.  The Clerk advised members that the ICCM suggested


the Council conduct a consultation with existing new cemetery grave owners to establish how they would

like the
area to be maintained i.e. as a lawned or a traditional cemetery.
Deferred:  The Clerk was asked to

provide all members with a copy of the existing rules and regulations for the new cemetery and the old part

(traditional) cemetery for next meeting.
   
53/09
Letter of Complaint re Cemetery Rules/Regulations

A letter received from grave owner was noted.  Resolved:  The Clerk was asked to write to grave owner 


explaining that the Council is sorry for any distress and will be addressing this matter at another Committee


meeting in order to review current regulations.

Cllr Mrs Gould left meeting. 

54/09
Roles/Requirements of Ground staff


Members were provided with a list of routine work required for all Open Spaces, Allotments & Burials and

were asked to make any additions/omissions where necessary in order that the list can be presented to F&GP

to consider resource requirements.  Resolved:  The document was reviewed and amendments were made


where necessary and approved, Proposed by Cllr
Ms Sherlock, seconded by Cllr Mrs Marshall, 4 in

agreement, carried. 

55/09
NAG Access request


A request for a key to Wooburn Park from Sergeant Jamie Smith through the Local NAG group was referred


to Council by the Parish
Council representative.  Resolved:  2 votes in favour of approving request, 3 votes


against, not carried.  

56/09
Letters requiring Committee response



56.01 A list giving details of all correspondence received into the office regarding proposed play equipment facilities was provided for Committee information, noted.  2 letters requiring a response to their offer of help were from  1) Mrs Margaret Amos 2) Ms Raina Parker (3rd June 2009).  Resolved:  Clerk to respond saying “thank you for your offer of assistance, once the consultation has taken place we will review our requirements”.
 

56.02The following letters received into the office requiring a Committee response were discussed:  1) Ms Raina Parker (8th July 2009) Resolved:  Clerk to respond saying “no comment will be provided by the Committee until the consultation process is concluded”. 2) Wooburn Residents’ Association Resolved:  Clerk to respond saying “no comment will be provided by the Committee until the consultation process is concluded with regards to your questions 4 and 5”. 3) Dominic Grieve, Q.C., M.P.  Resolved:  Clerk to respond saying “your offer of assistance was discussed and it was suggested that you are invited to attend either consultation dates, thank you for your interest.“


The Committee felt that it would be inappropriate to answer the questions above until the conclusion of the consultation process.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs Marshall, seconded by Cllr Reeves, 3 in agreement, 1 abstention.
 
57/09
Pitch Hire Charges


Committee members were asked by the Clerk what information they would require in order to review 

football/facility charges prior to setting budget for income/expenditure 20010/11 in accordance with Internal

Audit report.  Resolved:  The Clerk was asked to obtain information relating to the charges for the last 5

years and also running costs for the Pavilion.
The meeting closed at 11.05pm
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