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Introduction 

Bourne End 

The village of Bourne End is situated alongside one-and-a-half miles of the River Thames to 

the west of London and Windsor. It was originally a grouping of working class hamlets, 

Cores End, Eghams Green, Upper Bourne End and Well End. The coming of the railway in 

1854 carried with it the seeds of change as the station was located in the fields between the 

small communities and the Bourne End that is known today developed around the centre and 

encompassed the older hamlets. The ward of Bourne End - cum - Hedsor currently has a 

population of approximately 5,500. There are excellent transport links with frequent train 

connections to London, Oxford and the West. In addition two major motorways, M40 and the 

M4, ensure links to London, Heathrow Airport and important cities are within reach. 

The majority of the village is included in the Wooburn and Bourne End Parish with the 

remainder being in the Parish of Little Marlow.  

 

 

Figure 1 - Views of Bourne End 
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Key Facts and Figures (1, 2) 

Bourne End - cum - Hedsor had 2382 households and a population of 5404 in 2007. The area 

extends to 510 hectares most of which is built up. There are two conservation areas, 

Abbotsbrook to the west and Riversdale to the south. It is bounded by the river Thames in the 

south, green belt to the west, Flackwell Heath village to the North and the Wooburns to the 

East.  

 
 

  Figure 2 – Wooburn & Bourne End Parish and Hedsor Parish  
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Figure 3 – Bourne End – area covered in the Community Led Plan 
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Bourne End cum Hedsor 

 
Population 5,500  

Area 510 hectares 

Education – Pre School Claytons Nursery 

 Poppies 

                  - Primary Claytons Primary School 

 Westfields School 

                  - Secondary Wye Valley School 

Public Houses  Black Lion 

 Firefly (Under Review) 

 Walnut Tree 

 Garibaldi (Under Review) 

 Chequers 

Restaurants 
There is a wide range of restaurants serving 

various multi-national cuisine 

Retail Shops 
Range of shops including independent and 

national brands 

Community Facilities Community Centre 

 Library 

 Day Centre 

 Abbotsbrook Hall 

 Scouts Hall 

Leisure Facilities Blind Lane Recreation Park 

 Bourne End Recreation Park + Football pitch 

 Bourne End Junior Sports Club 

 Sappers Field Recreation Park 

 Allotments 

 Bourne End Marina 

 Bourne End Sailing Club 

 Hedsor Social Club 

Churches - Church of England St Mark’s  

 St Nicholas  (Hedsor) 

                – Catholic St Dunstan’s Catholic Church 

                - Other United Reform Church 

Community Volunteers Wye Valley Volunteers 

 

Table 1 - Key Facts and Figures for Bourne End cum Hedsor 
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Community Plan 
 

A Community Plan is the modern means by which change can be brought about in a 

community. It highlights the aspects that the community like and also those that residents 

consider need to be addressed. If a village is to thrive, to be effective and be a good place to 

live then surveys, meetings and consultation with those who take an interest in their 

community are essential. This produces a collective voice and the resulting information can 

be used to create a plan that forms a single cohesive document with a value greater than the 

sum of its individual parts. It can help to measure and quantify what local people consider to 

be important and prioritise actions in a realistic and practical manner. 

It can provide valuable information to those who represent interests at Parish, District and 

County level and give evidence and ammunition when seeking funding and responses from 

agencies and of course the District and the County. 

Previous Surveys 

As far back as 2005 there were meetings, questionnaires and consultations held with local 

people under the ‘Market Town Health Check’ initiative. In 2007 every household in Bourne 

End was issued with a questionnaire and the results tabulated and reviewed. The ‘Bourne End 

Health Check Report’ was published and distributed to every household in 2008. During the 

following years many groups and organisations used this information to assist in making 

changes or to add weight to their cases for change. 

Surveys 2011 and 2012 

In 2011 it became clear that there was a need to update and continue the work started in 2008 

and, also for there to be greater communication and cross-fertilisation of ideas between liked-

minded groups within the Community. From this understanding the Future of Our Village 

Forum (FoOV) evolved and notable local Community groups were united to create a broad 

spectrum of value-adding organisations committed to delivering solutions and improvements. 

During the summer of 2011 residents of Bourne End were surveyed to gather their views on 

their community. More than 500 responses were received and these were collated with 

previously raised concerns, ideas from meetings and consultations, not forgetting the Market 

Town Health Check of 2008.  

All the information gathered was used to create the Priority Survey 2012. This was an online 

and paper survey created to enable residents to prioritise the ideas collected. The survey was 

divided into 7 Sections and there was an opportunity for respondents to write comments at 

each stage. A total of 357 responses (with an additional 708 written comments) were 

received, read and analysed. During this whole process the charity ‘ImpactBucks’ assisted 

FoOV in many ways offering help in the preparation of the survey and donating the use of 

their computerised ‘Survey Monkey Tool’ that was used to collect and analyse the responses.  

 

 



                                                                             Page 10 of 34                                                     November 2012 

 

The Sections were 

 

 About Yourself     

o Location / Age / Accommodation -   5 Questions 

 Transport Priorities 

o Buses-       4 Questions 

o Railways -     3 Questions  

o Roads -      12 Questions 

o Parking -     10 Questions 

 Community Priorities      

o Village -     12 Questions 

o Services -     5 Questions 

 Economy & Policing Priorities      

o Economy - Retail / Shops -   9 Questions    

o Policing Issues -     10 Questions 

 Housing & Development   

o Planning / Housing -     3 Questions 

o Alternative sites (Open Question) -   1 Question 

o Size of Housing -     1 Question 

 Access & Environment Priorities -     

o Access -      6 Questions 

o Open Spaces & Countryside  -   11 Questions 

o Amenity Land (Open Question) -  1 Question 

 Parked Ideas 

o Out of Scope -     Statement 

o Further Ideas (Open Question)              1 Question 

 

   
 

Figure 3 – 2011 Collecting the views of the Residents 
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About Yourself 
 

There were 337 responses completed in this section with 21 respondents completing only part 

of this section. More than 300 respondents had “SL8 5” post codes and the remainder “SL7”, 

“HP10” “HP11” or “HP13” codes. 

 

The ages of family members living at home were: 

 

Under fives 58 

Five to fifteen 131 

Sixteen to eighteen 24 

Eighteen to sixty five 433 

Over 65 188 

 

Those sharing of Accommodation were: 

 

Families in shared occupancy 5 

Families in sole occupancy 345 

 

Type of Properties: 

 

Detached property 167 

Semi detached 114 

Terraced 28 

Flat 22 

Other (bungalow, Sheltered 

accommodation) 

26 

 

Number of Bedrooms: 

 

One Bedroom 15 

Two Bedroom 37 

Three Bedroom 135 

Four or more bedrooms 162 
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Transport Priorities 
 

Bus and train services were considered to be adequate although 46% of respondents were of 

the opinion that transport links to Marlow could be improved, 31% to Beaconsfield and 24% 

to Wycombe. The issues of parking and its enforcement along with traffic speed and volumes 

remain of concern to local people and to businesses alike.   

Buses 

The current links to High Wycombe and Maidenhead are considered to be adequate but could 

be further improved to match villagers’ requirements, for example by better early morning 

and late evening services. 
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Railways 

The railway line is considered to be an advantage for the village and is valued by local people 

particularly as there are good links to London, Reading and the West Country. 85% of those 

responding were in support of having this local line and their comments reflected a need for 

more trains but a reduction in fares. There are however issues relating to commuter parking. 

Although there is a car park at the station there is unwillingness amongst commuters to pay 

the costs thus creating problems in surrounding roads with on-road parking. 

 

 

 

Roads 

Bourne End is located along the A4155 between the M40 and the river Thames. This narrow 

corridor means that the volume of traffic is extremely high. During the rush hours long delays 

are noted in the village and on surrounding roads. In addition some vehicles use Bourne End 

as a route to cross the river Thames at Cookham Bridge thus avoiding the bottleneck caused 

by the roundabout on the A404 at Bisham. Respondents raised concerns about the 7.5 ton 

weight restriction signs on the Bourne End side of Cookham Bridge but noted that there are 

no advance warning signs on the Cookham side, just a weight sign at the bridge when it is too 

late to turn around. This has created a loophole for heavy vehicle users on this single lane 

Victorian bridge and a ridiculous and confusing situation for everyone else. Concerns have 

also been raised about the narrow road in Cores End as it crosses the river Wye. Large lorries 

use this route to avoid High Wycombe causing concern to pedestrians. It is believed by some 

residents that having M40 motorway access to and from Oxford in the Loudwater area would 

alleviate the flow through the village of these lorries and commuter traffic. 
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Road surfaces have been seen to deteriorate since the Health Check of 2007 and are poor 

throughout the village. Repair followed by regular maintenance is urgently required.  

The present cycle paths are inadequate and better, safer cycle links to the local villages and 

towns were highlighted as a requirement. This problem is further exacerbated by people using 

the pavements as cycle paths. 

 

 

         

Parking 

Due to the heavy traffic flows through Bourne End there is a requirement to have good 

parking facilities particularly in the village centre and at the railway station. The respondents 

(58%) were in favour of one hour free parking in Wakeman Road car park to alleviate 

parking in local roads for short stay shopping. It would also aid ‘walk to school’ such that 

parents would be able to leave the car for a short time allowing them to walk with their 

children thus reducing parking near local schools. In addition a review of all parking in the 

village was regarded as a necessity and should include the limited facilities at the railway 

station and the timing (and size) of delivery vehicles to local shops. 
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Recommendations 

 

 Discuss with the local bus and rail authorities improved timetables. 

 Discuss with the local bus company improved access to Marlow. 

 Review with the local authorities all aspects of traffic in Bourne End and find 

solutions to reduce the volume of vehicles using the village as a thoroughfare. 

 Review with the local Authorities parking in general in Bourne End 

 Recommend to the local Authorities that there be free one hour parking in Wakeman 

Road car park. 

 Clarify the law concerning the weight restriction on Cookham Bridge and have it 

policed.   

 Discuss a review with SUSTRANS to recommend and promote safe cycle paths 

throughout Bourne End and to neighbouring villages. 
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Community 
 

 

Figure 4 - 2012 Jubilee Picnic on Bourne End Recreation Park 

This section of the questionnaire was divided into two parts. The first looked at Community 

Priorities and the second at Community Services. 

Community Priorities 

Whilst there were a range of responses to the questions, certain responses attracted a far 

greater amount of support. The highest (54%) placed ‘encouraging village community spirit’ 

as a 1
st
 or 2

nd
 priority. This was also reflected in a number of comments made in the survey. 

For example:- 

 “Bourne End still has a unique village feel to it. Let's keep it that way. It's a delight and 

privilege to live here. Thanks to all concerned for their efforts”  

And 

 “It would be lovely to see more Community spirit and people helping and caring about 

Bourne End. We need more community events and evening classes and more events for 11 - 

18 year old would be a wonderful idea. We have a great village and we need to look after it 

and invest time and help to the young and old in our village A Bourne End lady - Born and 

bred” 

Along with- 

“What makes Bourne End special is the community spirit. There's nothing wrong with a bit 

of pride in the village. If that means opposing cheap housing developments, supermarket 

giants and rumours of an influx of "travellers", then what's wrong with that? Let's keep 

Bourne End community spirit alive by giving the residents a sense of pride and exclusivity in 

living here. Let's stop the urban sprawl of Wycombe and Slough meeting in the middle - at 

Bourne End. I was raised in the village and I’ve seen it change into a place where people 

want to come and live. Although I moved away, I came back - and am glad I did. It's a great 

place to live. The schools and facilities in general are good. The fact that a survey like this 

can even come into existence proves that people do care. Events like Fun Night bring the 

whole community together, as do the donkey derby and Sportsfest in the summer. The 

community centre is a great resource, as is the library. People need to continue to use them 

or risk losing them. Half an hour's free parking in Wakeman Road would undoubtedly 
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increase footfall and increase trade at the community market too. Everyone needs to come 

together to keep a sense of neighbourliness that will help keep crime down and generally 

support a "looking out for each other culture”. 

 

Every survey included strong support in the village for the Wye Valley Volunteers. The most 

recent comment was “The Wye Valley Volunteers are a shining beacon in the village and are 

highly valued by the community. The selfless service they afford to us all is to be admired 

and cherished”.    

 

43% of respondents thought that providing more facilities for young people were amongst 

the top two priorities and 42% put maintaining and enhancing floral displays and trees in 

Bourne End as one of their top three priorities. 

 

Other responses were fairly evenly divided although, interestingly, only 9.5% wanted 

Bourne End to be publicised outside the local area whilst 34% had this amongst their lowest 

3 priorities. 

 

 

 

Community Services 

 

There were some very clear views expressed here. 69% indicated that they wanted the library 

run by professionals and not as a volunteer role and a further 69% stated that running the 

library by volunteers was their lowest priority. This was also backed up by comments such 

as:- 

“Keeping Bourne End library a County library is very important - attention should be 

brought to the Cabinet at BCC that because a lottery grant of £500,000 was awarded the 
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council will have to repay a substantial amount of this if the library is made a Community 

Library” 

And 

“Keeping the library open places an essential role in keeping the community together. A 

good place to ensure that we all keep reading but especially so for children.” 

 

Equally strong support (63.5% top two priorities) was given to supporting the day centre. 

Comments made included:- 

“Where the community has paid for facilities, the Council should not be allowed to remove 

them. That should be illegal - case in point the Day Centre. We also lost the chiropodist. 

Also after improving the library facilities, it is ridiculous to then close it down. What a 

terrible waste of lottery money if it is not kept open.” 

 

Other comments related to community specifically referred to the importance of keeping 

independent traders in the village and the importance of having a range of different shops on 

The Parade. 

 

Recommendations 

 To work with local clubs and organisations to encourage local initiatives to promote 

community spirit and neighbourliness. 

 To support the Wye Valley Volunteers and ensure their invaluable volunteering work 

continues.  

 To explore the possibility of evening classes in the village. 

 To ensure that local facilities are not withdrawn e.g. the library, day centre. 
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Economy 
 

   

Figure 5 - Commemorative Clock on Penny’s Corner 

Bourne End has a vibrant business economy, which includes its retail shops that are primarily 

based in the village centre and in Furlong Road. The diversity and quality of the shops in the 

Village are two of the main factors that local residents and visitors alike see as major reasons 

for shopping in Bourne End. As a result, the village shops are well supported, which 

enhances the feeling of community that is so often mentioned as being a key factor of the 

Village. The free one hour parking in the Parade and the parking spaces outside shops in 

Furlong Road are valued by local people and by those who visit Bourne End to shop. 

The Priorities Survey 2012 focussed on the retail aspect of the business economy but the 

Community Plan, via a separate review, has also to embrace issues concerning the non-retail 

businesses, which are also as important to the local economy for the employment and income 

it generates. 

Retail 

Independent Shops 

There was massive, positive and clear support in the survey for the ‘Independent Retailers’ in 

the village. 73% of respondents to this question marked this in the top four priories and a 

majority classed it as number 1. The respondents also gave huge support to the idea of 

‘Promoting Independent Retailers’ in order to ensure the continuity of retail success in the 

village. Independent shops were also a major feature, and were highlighted very positively, 

by Bourne Enders and folk from surrounding villages during the library and street surveys of 

August and September 2011.   
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Variety of Shops 

This goes to the heart of the strong belief held by many residents that the maintenance of a 

diverse range of retail outlets is fundamental to Bourne End retaining a real village 

community, and preventing it becoming a barren High Street offering limited services and 

supplies, as witnessed by so many other villages in our area and across the Country.  

There was concern about the number of restaurants and charity shops and a clear indication 

that they should be limited and in balance with the size of the village and its hinterland. 

Lower priorities were given to encouraging a better variety of restaurants and encouraging 

family friendly restaurants. 

Farmers Markets 

It was generally accepted that a farmers’ market would draw more shoppers into the village 

and add to the vibrant shopping experience. Whether this actually translates into extra 

business for the existing retailers is to be proven. 

Facelift for Shops 

The 2012 surveys as well as previous surveys and meetings highlighted the fact that Bourne 

End does not have the image of a “pretty” village in the same way that Cookham is viewed. 

A facelift for the shops in the Village Centre and on Furlong Road would help to make 

Bourne End more attractive.  

 

Figure 6 - The Parade, Bourne End 
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   Figure 7 - The same view of The Parade, Bourne End 21st Century 

 

 

Recommendations 

 Protect and maintain the vibrant and diverse range of shops. 

 Encourage improvements to the appearance of the village, including the Parade, to 

maintain the popularity of Bourne End with locals and visitors alike. 

 Discuss with the relevant authorities then formulate and put in place necessary actions 

to resolve or mitigate areas of concern raised by residents. 



                                                                             Page 22 of 34                                                     November 2012 

 

Non-Retail Businesses 

Review of Bourne End General Economic Data 

Having reviewed the Survey results and the potential areas of activity that these highlight, we 

should also understand the level and make-up of the whole business and employment 

structure of the Village. Such data and statistics are available from both Local and National 

Government sources and although, as you would expect, such data is usually a few years out-

of-date, it serves as a reasonable indicator to the economic strength of the area, when 

compared to other Wards and Regions, and to the Country as a whole. 

The scorecard below provides an overview of Bourne End-Cum-Hedsor’s performance 

against a small range of categories under the heading of “Economy “. 

The score given in each category expresses Bourne End-Cum-Hedsor’s performance as a 

comparison with the following geographical areas: Wycombe District, the Sub Region of 

Milton Keynes Oxford and Buckinghamshire (MKOB), the Region of the South East of 

England and the national average for the UK. 

 

 

Economy Wycombe District 
MKOB       

Sub Region 
SE Region UK 

A – Top 20%                           B – Top 40%              C – Bottom 60% 

Industrial Structure B B A A 

Business Density A A A A 

Skills and Qualifications B B B A 

Labour Market C C B A 

Knowledge Workers A A A A 

Table 2 - Scorecard for Bourne End-Cum-Hedsor 
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Review of Bourne End-cum-Hedsor’s Scorecard - 

 The Ward is in the top 40% (B) for its Industrial Structure, skills and qualifications. 
 

 The Scorecard shows that on indicators for categories under the heading of 
economy, Bourne End-cum-Hedsor is in the top 20% (A) for its Business Density. 

 
 Bourne End-cum-Hedsor’s Labour Market structure score puts in the bottom 60% 

with an average score of C. 
 

 Bourne End-cum-Hedsor Ward is in the top 20% (A) across all geographical areas 

of comparison in the Knowledge Workers category 

Industrial Structure: 1 

Bourne End-cum-Hedsor Ward has 37.7% employment in the knowledge driven sector. This 

is significantly higher than the national average of 24.3%.  

A. The Ward has 10.9% employment in the public sector compared to 17.9% in 
the district.  

B. The Ward is ranked 793 out of 10072 districts nationally in this category. 

Business and Enterprise  1 

A. The average business in the Ward employs 6 employees.  
B. At 82.7 the business density in the Ward is higher than the national average 

of 46.9. It is also higher than the district average which is 60.9.  
C. The self employment rate in the Ward is 17.2%, which is greater than the 

regional or national average of 15.2% and 12.2% respectively. 
D. Overall, Bourne End-cum-Hedsor ranks 519 out of 7932 districts nationally on 

business and enterprise placing it firmly inside the top 20%.  

Skills and Qualifications 1 

A. 30.6% of the population of our Ward have NVQ 4 or above, while 36.4% have 
NVQ1 or no qualifications. This compares with a figure of 32.4% and 16.9% 
respectively for the district.  

B. 41.2% of Ward residents are employed in managerial or professional 
occupations compared to 31.6% in the district and 28.5% in the UK. 

Labour Market 1 

The unemployment rate in Bourne End-cum-Hedsor Ward is 1.0% compared to a 

district average of 1.5% and a sub regional average of 1.6%. 

A. The number of incapacity benefit claimants is 23.5 per ‘000 residents in the 
Ward, while the district figure is 32.5 per ‘000 residents.  

B. There are 10.9 job seekers per ‘000 residents compared to 11.8 as a district 
average. 

                                                           
1
 Source:WDC 
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C. The employment rate in Bourne End-cum-Hedsor is 68.6% compared to 
82.3% in Wycombe and 78.5% for the region. 

Summary  

Bourne End has a strong economic position, which is underpinned by a generally well 

educated and qualified workforce, a good number of mainly small local employers, and low 

levels of unemployment and deprivation. In addition, in comparison to other Wards in the 

District, it has a higher percentage of retired residents, of whom the majority are reasonably 

affluent and play a significant part in the economic and social vitality of the community. 

People choose to live in Bourne End and visit Bourne End for its range of facilities, its retail 

diversity, business opportunities and community spirit and each element is important in 

supporting the community we enjoy.  

Recommendations 

 It is essential that the community work together with the business community to preserve 

and enhance the retail and business structure, which is fundamental to the fabric of the 

village. 
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Policing 

Introduction 

Like many villages across the UK, Bourne End has evolved from a small rural village into a 

large diverse community with all that brings with it in respect to the impact on the 

infrastructure and way of life. Naturally, these local and national changes have also led to 

changes over the years in the way that the village has been policed. 

The huge advancement in technology and, in particular, communication has moved the style 

of policing from one a local village “Bobby” on a bicycle, patrolling his beat to that of a more 

centralised, mobile and, some would say, reactive method of managing the protection of the 

public and property, and maintaining order. Bourne End has seen these changes and from 

having its own Police houses in the village, which are now empty and derelict, we now rely 

on a more “on-line” style of Policing from Thames Valley centralised support services. 

 

This has led to changes in the way that the village has been policed and local residents clearly 

expressed their concerns and views regarding all Policing matters. The fear of crime is clearly 

an issue but it appears that it is not necessarily the reality as, across the board, crime levels in 

our area have been consistently falling and, in most cases are lower than the national average. 

Over the years vandalism and antisocial behaviour (ASB) have peaked and troughed and the 

occasional serious crime has occurred. Data shows that recorded ASB has been falling and 

the latest figures for 2012 show this downward trend is continuing. ASB in Bourne End is 

now consistently below the national average. It is clear that progress has been made in 

reducing the level and number of incidents of crime and ASB, but this progress needs to be 

maintained. We have seen a number of Police initiatives over the last few years with the 

introduction of Police Community Support Officers (PCSO) and the creation of 

Neighbourhood Action Groups (NAG), as well as structural changes in how the local areas 

are managed and monitored. We currently have two PCSOs and one PC covering the Bourne 

End area and they report into a local sergeant, who in turn reports into a local Police 



                                                                             Page 26 of 34                                                     November 2012 

 

Inspector. The Inspector regularly attends the Bucks County Council Local Area Partnership 

to report on and discuss policing matters for our locality. 

The impact of increased volumes of cars and heavy goods vehicles on our roads has been a 

major issue for Bourne End. Speed, congestion, parking issues and noise are more acutely felt 

on a road system built to accommodate far less traffic. 

In addition to the issues above, we have witnessed over the last 60 years a huge increase in 

the number of vehicles on our roads, as the average family has moved from not owning a car 

to a position where there may be two, three and even four cars in a family household. This 

change was exacerbated by the culling of the rail infrastructure in the “Beeching” cuts of the 

1960s, when many of the smaller interconnecting rail links, such as the line from Bourne End 

to High Wycombe were closed. These line closures not only had an impact on rail passengers 

but also the transportation of goods in the UK, which has since been mainly been by road, 

without the requisite level of improvements in the road network that were necessary to meet 

these changes. 

The impact of increased car volumes and large numbers of heavy goods vehicles on our roads 

has been especially bad in rural areas and small conurbations, where the increase in traffic 

volume, speed, congestion, parking issues and noise are more acutely felt. These changes 

have also impacted on the Police force over this period and traffic control, traffic offences 

and related issues now take-up a huge amount of Police time and manpower. 

As one would expect, the above issues figure highly in the concerns of Bourne End residents, 

as can be seen from the questions that were posed by and responded to by residents in the 

Priorities Survey. 
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Recommendations 

 Discuss the level of police presence and highlight that local people feel that crimes and 

the follow-up to those crimes, are not taken seriously (68%).  

 Given the falling levels of crime in our area, review and settle the issue of whether CCTV 

should be installed and, if so, how is it to be funded and monitored.  

 Discuss with the authorities enforcement of current parking restrictions within the whole 

village and review all speed limits and their enforcement within the surrounding area. 

 Explore the possibility of a Community run Police Office 

 Ensure vulnerable elderly residents have the necessary support within the community. 
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Housing and Development 
 

Within Bourne End there are few sites available for development. The area is highly 

developed with below average green space per head of population according to documents 

published by Wycombe District Council (ADD REF).  

There was much support in our survey for using brown field sites for affordable housing 

rather than developing green-field sites although there was a resistance to any further 

development and there is a view that any development should concentrate on housing with a 

preference being expressed for mixed developments of two and three bedroom houses. The 

idea of shared housing for young people did not attract much support.  There was however 

concern expressed about the type of houses that might be built.  

The recent changes involving housing and the local Council and Red Kite will have an 

impact and will see changes in the way certain properties are managed. Red Kite is a new 

tenant-led, not for profit, charitable housing organisation. Their website states: ‘Wycombe 

District Council will be monitoring what we do and you as tenants and leaseholders will have 

a really important role in making sure that we keep to the promises that were made in the 

Housing transfer Offer Document’. A challenge for all involved. 

There is an overwhelmingly priority expressed to the protection of Slate Meadow from 

development and even a stated desire to develop the area as a public open space.   

Many people commented on how much they liked living in Bourne End and enjoyed the 

community spirit that is associated with a village. Even though Bourne End is a large village 

with over 5000 residents it still retains the ‘village’ feel. There were concerns that 

inappropriate building could change the balance and move Bourne End more towards a town. 

There are concerns that over-building could cause urban sprawl which would aid the loss of 

individual communities as boundaries between villages become blurred. 

There is extreme disappointment that the applications from Tesco and Sainsbury have been 

permitted and there is concern that the District Planning Department is not listening to nor 

working with the people of Bourne End. The people feel that new housing is preferable to 

commercial and retail developments on these two sites especially as the public had 

highlighted a need for suitable housing near to all facilities. 

As a matter of interest information from WDC’s overview from the 2001 census, published in 

2003, states the ward of Bourne End-cum-Hedsor is relatively densely populated with a 

density of 11 persons per hectare compared to a District average of 5 persons per hectare. 
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Recommendations 

 

 Create the Neighbourhood Plan in co-operation with Wycombe District Council 

which would highlight possible areas for development and agree the type and look of 

such developments. 

 Support the development of Slate Meadow as a public Open Space – see also 

‘Environment’. 
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  Access and Environment 
 
The issues that people see as important now are similar to those expressed when the Bourne 

End HealthCheck was done in 2007/08.  

Access 

There is strong criticism of the maintenance of the paths throughout the village and a strong 

belief that this situation should be improved. This extends to the cutting back of trees and 

hedges and preventing the growth of grass to unacceptable lengths.  

There were individual comments that paths should be free of litter and that the dropping of 

litter should be penalised. Litter picking, public area maintenance, community events etc 

would help improve our environment and increase our sense of community. It was suggested 

that local schools could be in the vanguard of an anti-litter campaign.  

 

There was some support for local maps to be produced to encourage walking and tourism in 

the area.  

It is suggested that cycle tracks and cycle parks be introduce, not only in the centre, but also 

for marked cycle-ways all around the village and into the surrounding countryside. A cycle 

path between Wooburn, Bourne End and Marlow would cut down on both traffic and 

pollution.  It was felt that the roads are too busy and dangerous to cycle on. There is criticism 

for the gates provided along the river path towards Marlow as they are found by some to be 

difficult to get through with a bike. 

There is support for encouraging children to walk to school, although concern is expressed 

that to enable people to walk to school, particularly along Cores End Roads towards 

Wooburn, then the paths need to be wide enough for pedestrians and pushchairs to go along 

safely. It is felt that this section of path clearly is not wide enough and that lorries do not 

always slow down when passing pedestrians. There was a recent incident when a small child 

was ‘sucked’ towards the road by a lorry passing. 
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General Environment 

There is some criticism for the placement of unsightly mobile telephone transponders in the 

village. It is considered that the recent one erected on Blind Lane was press-ganged through 

with no reasonable way of objecting to the placement of what is seen as an extremely 

unsightly object in the middle of the village. Furthermore there has been no attempt to do 

anything to help it blend in. Planting suitable trees would help to improve the situation. 

Bourne End is generally thought to be a great place to live but it is suggested that it would 

definitely benefit from a face lift. The centre of the village is considered by some as 

unappealing compared to its local peers - Cookham, Marlow, Beaconsfield, etc. It is a very 

difficult thing to change now because the WDC Planning  Department seems to have given 

priority to office parks, supermarket chains, etc. which is very unfortunately and detrimental 

to the long-term appeal of the village. Bourne End is in danger of losing its identity. Bourne 

End has a huge potential to become an attractive riverside town. It is felt that Bourne End 

needs look no further than either Cookham or Marlow to see what can be done at relatively 

little cost to make the parade far more pleasing to the eye and far more attractive for the local 

community. 
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Open Spaces 

It is clear that the feeling within Bourne End is that there is limited public open space and this 

is supported by the Wycombe District Council Report, Wycombe Open Space Framework 

December 2010. Residents are very keen that these areas are maintained. There are 

suggestions that the Open Spaces should be used for Farmer’s Markets, Christmas Markets 

and that the Village Fete be reintroduced but in a different format to that currently organised. 

There is a strong voice to persuade dog owners to clean up after their pets and a comment 

was made that play areas should be fenced off from the rest of the recreation ground to 

protect children.  

There is some support for a youth facility within the area. A BMX track was a suggestion 

The Thames 

Residents noted particularly the lack of public open space along the river in Bourne End.  It is 

thought the river is a great asset to the village which should be maximised. The idea was 

broached of re-introducing a Bourne End rowing or community regatta. There is also some 

support for a change the name for the village to Bourne End on Thames. 

 

Figure 8 - View of the Thames from the Marina 

Slate Meadow 

Slate Meadow is particularly supported as an open space since it provides a natural space 

between the villages of Bourne End and Wooburn. There is a suggestion that Slate Meadow 

be opened as a public area or nature reserve. 
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Recommendations 

 Liaise with BCC Highways Department to improve the frequency and quality of grass 

and hedge cutting 

 To educate the public on the responsibilities for hedges and trees 

 To initiate a local anti-litter campaign 

 To produce local maps for walkers 

 To initiate an anti-dog fouling campaign 

 To liaise with the Parish Council regarding Dog Fouling  

 To provide more cycle paths in and around the village and surrounding countryside 

 To investigate the change of use for Slate Meadow and for its development as a nature 

reserve or public open space. 

 To liaise with schools to promote Walking to School campaigns 

 To liaise with BCC regarding safety improvements to the footpaths on Cores End 

Road near the bridge. 
 

    Action Plan 
 

The Action Plan is taken from the recommendations in the Community Led Plan and is 

supplemented by actions outstanding from the Bourne End HealthCheck document (2008). 

The Action Plan is a ‘living document’ and will be constantly updated during the coming 

year as projects start and finish. At present there is limited information on timescales as many 

projects and actions are in their infancy. As the year progresses these will become established 

and realistic actions and timescales will be added or updated.   
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